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Somewhere in the Atlantic 


A MEETING OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE 


By WINSTON CHURCHILL, Prime Minister of Great Britain 
Delivered over radio August 24, 1941 


THOUGHT you would like me to tell you something 

about the voyage which I made across the ocean to 

meet our great friend, the President of the United 
States. 

Exactly where we met is a secret, but I don’t think I 
shall be indiscreet if | go so far as to say that it was some- 
where in the Atlantic. In a spacious, landlocked bay which 
reminded me of the west coast of Scotland, powerful 
American warships; protected by strong flotillas and far- 
ranging aircraft, awaited our arrival and, as it were, 
stretched out a hand to help us in. 

Our party arrived in the newest, or almost the newest, 
British battleship, the Prince of Wales, with a modest es- 
cort of British and Canadian destroyers. And there for 
three days I spent my time in company, and I think I may 
say in comradeship, with Mr. Roosevelt, while all the time 
the chiefs of the staff and naval and military commanders, 
both of the British Empire and of the United States, sat 
together in continual council. 

President Roosevelt is the thrice-chosen head of the most 
powerful State and community in the world. I am the ser- 
vant of King and Parliament, at present charged with the 
principal direction of our affairs in these fateful times. And 
it is my duty also to make sure, as I have made sure, that 
anything I say or do in the exercise of my office is approved 
and sustained by the whole British Commonwealth of Na- 
tions. ‘Therefore this meeting was bound to be important 
because of the enormous forces, at present only partially 
mobilized, but steadily mobilizing, which are at the disposal 
of these two major groupings of the human family, the 
British Empire and the Unites States, who, fortunately for 
the progress of mankind, happened to speak the same lan- 


guage and very largely think the same thoughts, or anyhow 
think a lot of the same thoughts. 


MeeEtING Was SyMBOLIC 


The meeting was, therefore, symbolic. That is its prime 
importance. It symbolizes in a form and manner which 
every one can understand in every land and in every clime, 
the deep underlying unities which stir and, at decisive mo- 
ments, rule the English-speaking peoples throughout the 
world. 

Would it be presumptuous for me to say that it sym- 
bolizes something even more majestic, namely, the mar- 
shaling of the good forces of the world against the evil 
forces which are now so formidable and triumphant and 
which have cast their cruel spell over the whole of Europe 
and a large part of Asia. 

This was a meeting which marks forever in the pages of 
history the taking up by the English-speaking nations, amid 
all this peril, tumult and confusion, of the guidance of the 
fortunes of the broad toiling masses in all the continents, 
and our loyal effort, without any clog of selfish interest, to 
lead them forward out of the miseries into which they have 
been plunged, back to the broad high road of freedom and 
justice. This is the highest honor and the most glorious 
opportunity which could ever have come to any branch of 
the human race. 

When one beholds how many currents of extraordinary 
and terrible events have flowed together to make this har- 
mony, even the most skeptical person must have the feeling 
that we all have the chance to play our part and do our duty 
in some great design, the end of which no mortal can fore- 
Awful and horrible things I have seen in these days. 


see, 
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BARBARISM PLUS SCIENCE 


‘The whole of Europe has been wrecked and trampled 
down by the mechanical weapons and barbaric fury of the 
Nazis. The most deadly instruments of war science have 
been joined to the extreme refinements of treachery and the 
most brutal exhibitions of ruthlessness and thus have formed 
a combine of aggression, the like of which has never been 
known, before which the rights, the traditions, the char- 
acteristics and the structure of many ancient, honored States 
and peoples have been laid prostrate and are now ground 
down under the heel and terror of a monster. 

The Austrians, the Czechs, the Poles, the Norwegians, 
the Danes, the Belgians, the Dutch, the Greeks, the Croats 
and the Serbs, above all the great French nation, have been 
stunned and pinioned. Italy, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria— 
have bought a shameful respite by becoming the jackals of the 
tiger. But their situation is very little different and will 
presently be indistinguishable from that of his victims. Swe- 
den, Spain and Turkey stand appalled, wondering which will 
he struck down next. Here then is the vast pit into which all 
the most famous States and races of Europe have been flung 
and from which, unaided, they can never climb. 

But all this did not satiate Adolf Hitler. He made a treaty 
of non-aggression with Soviet Russia, just as he made one 
with Turkey, in order to keep them quiet until he was ready 
to attack them. 

And then, nine weeks ago today, without a vestige of 
provocation, he hurled millions of soldiers with all their ap- 
paratus upon the neighbor he had called his friend with the 
avowed object of destroying Russia and tearing her in pieces. 

This frightful business is now unfolding day by day before 
our eves. Here is a devil who, in a mere spasm of his pride 
and lust for domination, can condemn two or three millions, 
perhaps it may be many more, of human beings to speedy 
and violent death. Let Russia be blotted out. Let Russia be 
destroyed. Order the armies to advance. Such were his de- 
crees. Accordingly, from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea, 
six or seven millions of soldiers are locked in mortal struggle. 


Russia Not So Easy 


Ah, but this time it was not so easy. This time is was not 
all one way. The Russian Armies and all the peoples of the 
Russian Republic have rallied to the defense of their hearths 
and homes. For the first time Nazi blood has flowed in a 
tearful flood. Certainly a million and a half, perhaps two 
millions of Nazi cannon-fodder, have bit the dust of the end- 
less plains of Russia. The tremendous battle rages along 
nearly two thousand miles of front. The Russians fight with 
magnificent devotion. Not only that, our generals who have 
visited the Russian front line report with admiration the ef- 
ficiency of their military organization and the excellence of 
their equipment. 

The aggressor is surprised, startled, staggered. For the first 
time in his experience mass murder has become unprofitable. 
He retaliates by the most frightful cruelties. As his armies 
advance, whole districts are being exterminated. Scores of 
thousands, literally scores of thousands of executions in cold 
blood are being perpetrated by the German police troops 
upon the Russian patriots who defend their native soil. 
Since the Mongol invasions of Europe in the sixteenth cen- 
tury there has never been methodical, merciless butchery on 
such a seale or approaching such a scale. And, this is but 
the beginning. Famine and pestilence have yet to follow in 
the bloody ruts of Hitler’s tanks. 

We are in the presence of a crime without a name. 

But Europe is not the only continent to be tormented 
and devastated by aggression. For five long years the 


Japanese military factions, seeking to emulate the style of 
Hitler and Mussolini, taking all their posturing as if it 
were a new European revelation, have been invading and 
harrying the 500,000,000 inhabitants of China. Japanese 
armies have been wandering about that vast land in futile 
excursions, carrying with them carnage, ruin and corruption, 
and calling it “the Chinese incident.” Now, they stretch 
a grasping hand into the southern seas of China. They 
snatch Indo-China from the wretched Vichy French. They 
menace by their movements Siam, menace Singapore, the 
British link with Australasia, and menace the Philippine 
Islands under the protection of the United States. 


Japan Must Be Hattep 


It is certain that this has got to stop. Every effort will 
be made to secure a peaceful settlement. The United States 
are laboring with infinite patience to arrive at a fair and 
amicable settlement which will give Japan the utmost re- 
assurance for her legitimate interests. We earnestly hope 
these negotiations will succeed. But this I must say: That 
if these hopes should fail we shall, of course, range our- 
selves unhesitatingly at the side of the United States. 

And thus we come back to the quiet bay, somewhere in 
the Atlantic, where misty sunshine plays on great ships 
which carry the White Ensign or the Stars and Stripes. 

We had the idea when we met there, the President and 
I, that without attempting to draw final and formal peace 
aims, or war aims, it was necessary to give all peoples, and 
especially the oppressed and conquered peoples, a simple, 
rough-and-ready wartime statement of the goal toward 
which the British Commonwealth and the United States 
mean to make their way and thus make a way for others 
to march with them on a road which will certainly be pain- 
ful and may be long. 

There are, however, two distinct and marked differences 
in this joint declaration from the attitude adopted by the 
Allies during the latter part of the last war and no one 
should overlook them. 

The United States and Great Britain do not now assume 
that there will never be any more war again. On the con- 
trary, we intend to take ample precaution to prevent its 
renewal in any period we can foresee by effectively dis- 
arming the guilty nations while remaining suitably protected 
ourselves. 

The second difference is this: that instead of trying to 
ruin German trade by all kinds of additional trade barriers 
and hindrances, as was the mood of 1917, we have defi- 
nitely adopted the view that it is not in the interests of the 
world and of our two countries that any large nation should 
be unprosperous or shut out from the means of making a 
decent living for itself and its people by its industry and 
enterprise. 


Far-REACHING CHANGES 


These are far-reaching changes of principle upon which 
all countries should ponder. 

Above all, it was necessary to give hope and the assurance 
of final victory to those many scores of millions of men and 
women who are battling for life and freedom or who are 
already bent down under the Nazi yoke. 

Hitler and his confederates have for some time past been 
adjuring and beseeching the populations whom they have 
wronged and injured to bow to their fate, to resign them- 
selves to their servitude and, for the sake of some mitiga- 
tion and indulgences, to collaborate—that is the word—in 
what is called the new order in Europe. 

What is this new order which they seek to fasten first upon 
Europe and, if possible—for their ambitions are boundless— 
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upon all the continents of the globe? It is the rule of the 
Herrenvolk—the master race—who are to put an end to 
democracy, to parliaments, to the fundamental freedoms and 
decencies of ordinary men and women, to the historic rights 
of nations, and give them in exchange the iron rule of Prus- 
sia, the universal goose-step and the strict efficient discipline, 
enforced upon the working classes by the political police, with 
the German concentration camps and firing parties, now so 
busy in a dozen lands, always handy in the background. 
There is the new order. 

Napoleon in his glory and genius spread his empire far 
and wide. There was a time when only the snows of Russia 
and the white cliffs of Dover with their guardian fleets 
stood between him and the dominion of the world. 
Napoleon’s armies had a theme. They carried with them 
the surges of the French Revolution—Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity. That was the cry. There was a sweeping away 
of outworn medieval systems and aristocratic privilege. There 
was the land for the people, a new code of law. Never- 
theless, Napoleon’s empire vanished like a dream. 

But Hitler—Hitler has no theme, naught but mania, ap- 
petite and exploitation. He has, however, weapons and ma- 
chinery for grinding down and for holding down conquered 
countries which are the product, the sadly perverted product, 
of modern science. 


Hope FoR THE CONQUERED 


The ordeals, therefore, of the conquered peoples will be 
hard. We must give them hope. We must give them the 
conviction that their sufferings and their resistances will not 
be in vain. The tunnel may be dark and long, but at the 
end there is light. That is the symbolism and that is the 
message of the Atlantic meeting. 

Do not despair, brave Norwegians; your land shall be 
cleansed not only from the invader but from the filthy 
Quislings who are his tools. 

Be strong in your souls, Czechs; your independence shall 
be restored. 

Poles, the heroism of your people, standing up to cruel 
oppressors, the courage of your soldiers, sailors and airmen 
shall not be forgotten. Your country shall live again and 
resume its rightful part in the new organization of Europe. 

Lift up your heads, gallant Frenchmen. Not all the in- 
famies of Darlan and of Laval sh: '] stand between you and 
the restoration of your birthright. 

Stout-hearted Dutch, Belgians, Luxembourgers, tormented, 
mishandled, shamefully cast away peoples of Yugoslavia, 
glorious Greece, now subjected to the crowning insult of the 
rule of the Italian jackanapes, yield not an inch. Keep your 
souls clean from all contact with the Nazis. Make them 
feel even in their fleeting hour of brutish triumph that they 
are the moral outcasts of mankind. Help is coming. Mighty 
forces are arming in your behalf. Have faith, have hope, 
deliverance is sure. 

There is the signal which we have flashed across the waters 
and if it reaches the hearts of those to whom it is sent they 
will endure with fortitude and tenacity their present mis- 
fortune in the sure faith that they, too, are still serving the 
common cause and that our efforts will not be in vain. 

You will, perhaps, have noticed that the President of the 
United States and the British representative in what is 
aptly called the Atlantic Charter have jointly pledged their 
countries to the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny. That 
is a solemn and grave undertaking. It must be made good. It 
will be made good. And of course, many practical arrange- 
ments to fulfill that purpose have been and are being orga- 
nized and set in motion. 


“How Near Is U. S. To WAR?” 


The question has been asked: “How near is the United 
States to war?” There is certainly one man who knows 
the answer to that question. If Hitler has not yet declared 
war upon the United States it is surely not out of his love 
for American institutions. It is certainly not because he could 
not find a pretext. He has murdered half a dozen countries 
for far less. Fear, fear of immediately redoubling the tre- 
mendous energies now being employed against him is no 
doubt the restraining influence. But the real reason is, I 
am sure, to be found in the method to which he has so 
faithfully adhered and by which he has gained so much. 

What is that method? It is a very simple method. One 
by one—that is his plan. That is his guiding rule. That is 
the trick by which he has enslaved so large a portion of the 
world. 

Three and a half years ago I appealed to my fellow- 
countrymen to take the lead in weaving together a strong 
defensive union within the principles of the League of Na- 
tions, a union of all the countries who felt themselves in 
ever-growing danger. But none would listen. All stood idle 
while Germany rearmed. 


“ONE BY ONE” 


Czecho-Slovakia was subjugated. A French Government 
deserted their faithful ally and broke a plighted word in that 
ally’s hour of need. Russia was cajoled and deceived into a 
kind of neutrality or partnership while the French Army 
was being annihilated. The Low Countries and the Scandi- 
navian countries, acting with France and Great Britain in 
good time even after the war had begun might have altered 
its course and would have had at any rate a fighting chance. 
The Balkan States had only to stand together to save them- 
selves from the ruin by which they are now engulfed. But 
one by one they were undermined and overwhelmed. Never 
was the career of crime made more smooth. 

Now Hitler is striking at Russia with all his might, well 
knowing the difficulties of geography which stand between 
Russia and the aid which the Western democracies are trying 
to bring. We shall strive our utmost to overcome all diffi- 
culties and to bring this aid. We have arranged for a con- 
ference in Moscow between the United States, British and 
Russian authorities to settle the whole plan. No barrier 
must stand in the way. But why is Hitler striking at Russia 
and inflicting this suffering on himself, or rather making his 
soldiers suffer this frightful slaughter? 

It is with the declared object of turning his whole force 
upon the British Islands and, if he can succeed in beating the 
life and strength out of us, which is not so easy, then is the 
moment when he will settle his account, and it is already a 
long one, with the people of the United States and generally 
with the Western Hemisphere. 

One by one—there is the process. There is the simple 
dismal plan which has served Hitler so well. It needs but 
one final successful application to make him the master of the 
world. 

I am devoutly thankful that some eyes at least are fully 
opened to it while time remains. I rejoice to find that the 
President saw in their true light and proportion the extreme 
dangers by which the American people, as well as the British 
people, are now beset. 


IMPORTANCE OF U. S. FLEET 


It was indeed by the mercy of God that he began eight 
years ago that revival of the strength of the American Navy 
without which the New World today would have to take 
its orders from the European dictators, but with which the 
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United States still retains the power to marshal her gigan- 
tic strength and, in saving herself, render an incomparable 
service to mankind. 

We had a church parade on the Sunday in our Atlantic 
bay. The President came onto the quarterdeck of the Prince 
of Wales where there were mingled together many hundreds 
of American and British sailors and marines. 

The sun shone bright and warm while we all sang the 
old hymns which are our common inheritance and which we 
learned as children in our homes. We sang the hymn founded 
on the psalm which John Hampden’s soldiers sang when they 
bore his body to the grave and in which the brief percarious 
span of human life is contrasted with the immutability of 
Him to whom a thousand ages are but as yesterday and as a 
watch that is passed in the night. 

We sang the sailors’ hymn “For Those in Per'l,” and there 
are very many in peril on the sea. We sang “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers,” and indeed I felt that this was no vain 
presumption, but that we had the right to feel that we were 
serving a cause for the sake of which a trumpet has sounded 
from on high. 

When I looked upon that densly packed congregation of 
the fighting men of the same language, of the same faith, of 
the same fundamental laws, of the same ideals and to a 


large extent of the same interests and certainly in different 
degrees facing the same dangers, it swept across me that here 
was the only hope but also the sure hope of saving the 
world from merciless degradation. 

And so we came back across the ocean waves uplifted in 
spirit, fortified in resolve. Some American destroyers, which 
were carrying mails to the United States Marines in Iceland, 
happened to be going the same way, too, so we made a 
goodly company at sea together. 

And when we were right out in mid-passage one after- 
noon a noble sight broke on the view. We overtook one of 
the convoys which carry the munitions and supplies of the 
New World to sustain the champions of freedom in the Old. 
The whole horizon—the whole broad horizon—seemed filled 
with ships. Seventy or eighty ships of all kinds, sizes, ar- 
rayed in fourteen lines, each of which could have been 
drawn with a ruler, hardly a wisp of smoke, not a straggler, 
but all bristling with cannon and other precautions on 
which I will not dwell, and all surrounded by their British 
escorting vessels, while overhead the far-ranging Catalina 
airboats soared, vigilant, protecting eagles in the sky. 

And then I felt that hard and terrible and long drawn 
out as this struggle may be, we shall not be denied the 
strength to do our duty to the end. 


No Peace With Hitler 


EIGHT COMMON PRINCIPLES FOR A BETTER WORLD 


By PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
A special report to Congress on August 21, 1941 


VER a week ago | held several important conferences 

at sea with the British Prime Minister. Because 

of the fact of safety to British, Canadian and Amer- 
ican ships and their personnel no prior announcement of 
these meetings could properly be made. 

At the close a public statement by the Prime Minister and 
the President was made. I quote it for the information of 
the Congress and for the record: 

“The President of the United States and the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Churchill, representing His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in the United Kingdom, have met at sea. 


ConsipER DANGERS TO CIVILIZATION 


“They have been accompanied by officials of their two 
governments, including high ranking officers of their mili- 
tary, naval and air services. 

“The whole problem of the supply of munitions of war, 
as provided by the Lease-Lend Act, for the atmed forces of 
the United States and for those countries actively engaged 
in resisting aggression has been further examined. 

“Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister of Supply of the British 
Government, has joined in these conferences. He is going 
to proceed to Washington to discuss further details with 
appropriate officials of the United States Government. These 
conferences will also cover the supply problems of the Soviet 


Union. 
Joint DecLaraATION AS Drawn Up 


“ur 


The President and the Prime Minister have had several 
conferences. They have considered the dangers to world 
civilization arising from the policies of military domination 
by conquest upon which the Hitlerite Government of Ger- 
many and other governments associated therewith have em- 
barked, and have made clear the steps which their countries 


are respectively taking for their safety in the face of these 
dangers. 

“They have agreed upon the following joint declaration: 

“Joint declaration of the President of the United States 
of America and the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, repre- 
senting His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, 
being met together, deem it right to make known certain 
common principles in the national policies of their respec- 
tive countries on which they base their hopes for a better 
future for the world. 

“First, their countries seek no aggrandizement, terri- 
torial or other; 

“SECOND, they desire to see no territorial changes that do 
not accord with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples 
concerned ; 

“Tuirp, they respect the right of all peoples to choose 
the form of government under which they will live; and 
they wish to see soverign rights and self government re- 
stored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them; 


FurTHER RIGHTs OF ALL NATIONS 


“Fourtn, they will endeavor, with due respect for their 
existing obligations, to further the enjoyment by all States, 
great or small, victor or vanquished, of access, on equal 
terms, to the trade and to the raw materials of the world 
which are needed for their economic prosperity ; 

“Firru, they desire to bring about the fullest collabora- 
tion between all nations in the economic field with the object 
of securing for all, improved labor standards, economic ad- 
vancement and social security ; 

“StxTH, after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, 
they hope to see established a peace which will afford to all 
nations the means of dwelling in safety within their own 
boundaries, and which will afford assurance that all the 
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men in all the lands may live out-their lives in freedom 
from fear and want; 

“SEVENTH, such a peace should enable all men to traverse 
the high seas and oceans without hindrance; 


Must ABANDON USE OF ForcE 


“EIGHTH, they believe that all of the nations of the world, 
for realistic as well as spiritual reasons must come to the 
abandonment of the use of force. 

“Since the future peace can be maintained if land, sea or 
air armaments continue to be employed by nations which 
threaten, or may threaten, aggression outside of their fron- 
tiers, they believe, pending the establishment of a wider and 
permanent system of general security, that the disarmament 
of such nations is essential. 

“They will likewise aid and encourage all other practicable 
measures which will lighten for peace-loving peoples the 
crushing burden of armaments. 


“(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
“(Signed) Winston S. CHURCHILL.” 


The Congress and the President having heretofore de- 
termined through the Lend-Lease Act on the national policy 
of American aid to the democracies which east and west are 
waging war against dictatorships, the military and naval 
conversations at these meetings made clear gains in further- 
ing the effectiveness of this aid. 


Furthermore, the Prime Minister and I are arranging for 
conferences with the Soviet Union to aid it in its defense 
against the attack made by the principal aggressor of the 
modern world—Germany. 


ProcRAM Derizs ALL OPpposiTION 


Finally, the declaration of principles at this time presents 
a goal which is worth while for our type of civilization to 
seek. 

It is so clear cut that it is difficult to oppose in any major 
particular without automatically admitting a willingness 
to accept compromise with Nazism; or to agree to a world 
peace which would give to Nazism domination over large 
numbers of conquered nations. 

Inevitably such a peace would be a gift to Nazism to take 
breath—armed breath—for a second war to extend the con- 
trol over Europe and Asia to the American Hemisphere 
itself. 

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to call attention once 
more to the utter lack of validity of the spoken or written 
word of the Nazi Government. 

It is also unnecessary for me to point out that the declara- 
tion of principles includes of necessity the world need for 
freedom of religion and freedom of information. 

No society of the world organized under the announced 
principles could survive without these freedoms which are 
a part of the whole freedom for which we strive. 


An Examination of the Eight Points 


WE MUST NOT COMMIT OURSELVES TO WAR 
By HENRY NOBLE MacCRACKEN, President of Vassar College 
Delivered before an America First Committee rally at Carnegie Hall, New York City, August 20, 1941 


THOUGHT a long while before accepting your in- 
vitation. I speak as an individual, as a member of no 
committee or group. My views are uncensored. They 

are offered in no spirit of bitterness or opposition, but 
solely in the hope of clarifying the American way over the 
dark road ahead. I am a registered Democrat. Our Presi- 
dent in his first administration addressed his neighbors from 
my front porch. I believe in his declared intention to keep 
us out of war. I hold it therefore in no sense obstructive, 
to examine the eight points of the recent parley at sea, from 
the position of a citizen who wants the United States to 
adhere to its true course. The real obstructionists are those 
who want to block the true road, and want to force us off 
the road into a detour by way of Suez, Singapore, and 
Vladivostok, before we get back again to the true road, which 
is the American road, the Washington-Jefferson road, of 
honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with 
none. Why quit our own, to stand on foreign shores? That 
is the American question. Washington asked that question 
a long time ago, and we ask it now. 

I recognize the gravity of the hour. It is because I recog- 
nize it, that I deplore the sudden and melodramatic element 
in the meeting with Winston Churchill, and the apparent 
attempt to commit our country to what is in effect a treaty 
without the constitutional provision of a two-thirds con- 
currence of the United States Senate. The eight-point treaty 
is signed officially by the British Government through its 
Prime Minister, and by the President of the United States, 
who under our system has no such authority as the Prime 
Minister. It is, first and last, a Churchill treaty, therefore. 
Let us examine it. 


It purports to be an agreement between the President of 
the United States and Britain, to use their power for purely 
altruistic purposes. ‘They disclaim territorial aggrandize- 
ment; they seek no territorial changes except by the consent 
of the people concerned; the choice of government is to be 
only by the same popular voice; equal access to raw mate- 
rials is promised to all, with due regard for existing obliga- 
tions; labor conditions in all countries are to be improved; 
all men are to live in peace, free from fear and want; the 
seas are to be free to all voyagers, and there is, finally, to 
be disarmament, at least of the nations that threaten this 
program. 

These are great words. How are the ideals they express to 
be obtained? It is the final destruction of Nazi tyranny and 
the permanent disarmament of Germany. How are the 
tyrannies in other countries to be overthrown, the tyranny 
of the Communist Party in Russia, for instance? It is im- 
plied that the United States and Britain will accomplish it, 
by wishing to see it. But that, it seems to us, is wishful 
thinking. We have heard a great deal of this phrase. It has 
been applied to everyone who opposed the will of the war 
party. But if ever there was a treaty of commitment to 
wishful thinking, it is that to which Mr. Churchill would 
commit the United States. 

Why is this treaty forced upon us at this time? We do 
not know, for we are not told. In the interest of melo- 
dramatic suddenness, all this has been left to our surmises. 
Let us, then, surmise that perhaps it has been done to raise 
British morale by affirming a closer bond between Britain 
and the United States than actually exists, an alliance for 
enforcing peace. It has been done to sustain the surely jus- 
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tifiable hopes for freedom in the invaded countries, to de- 
tach Germany’s allies from her by suggesting that their war 
with Russia is to be in vain, to make the war more palatable 
to American public opinion by associating purely war aims 
with those of the New Deal. These are, of course, surmises. 
Perhaps, as the editorials in many newspapers proclaim, it is 
to get us further into the war. If that be the aim, we have 
our President’s word for it that we are no nearer war be- 
cause of the treaty. We may surmise that, in this, he is per- 
fectly right. 

But the commitment to the final destruction of Nazi 
tyranny, and the permanent disarmament of all aggressor 
nations in future, as well as the respect for existing obliga- 
tions, which are all mentioned in the treaty; what about 
these? Are we to be committed to these aims, by accepting 
the idealism of the other aims? Are we to be so completely 
committed to the integrity of the British Empire, by scram- 
bling our Wilsonian idealism with that integrity so com- 
pletely that it can never be unscrambled again? That is the 
real question before all American citizens. That is what 
gives us pause, as we contemplate the treaty of the sea in its 
entirety. 

lf we really were to commit ourselves to the final de- 
struction of Nazi tyranny, that, certainly, would be war. 
We cannot destroy it by diplomacy, or just by aid to Britain. 
No amount of aid can do that. On that point both the war 
party and the peace party in the United States are agreed. 
‘The war party insists that we must make war, and make it 
now, in order to crush Germany. The peace party has no 
hope of crushing the Nazi rule at this time. It looks for 
democratic regeneration of Europe from within, after the 
fury of war shall have spent itself. But if we go to war 
now, what kind of war would it be? About that question 
the war party has left us in no doubt. Three hundred billions 
of dollars, ten million men under arms, a hundred thousand 
airplanes, thousands of ships, and an equipment so vast that 
we could not make it before 1945. But that is the least of 
It will cost millions of American lives, the total 
starvation of Europe so far as blockade can accomplish it, 
with no doubt forty million deaths from starvation, the total 
destruction of European cities by bombing, the exhaustion of 
world resources in oil and metals to accomplish this. 

And in the meantime, what of us? How much democracy 
will be left in these United States, when for five years we 
have, like Germany, become a militarized state? How much 
credit, how much financial stability, how much private en- 
terprise will be left? How much freedom of trade unions 
to bargain with employers? How much freedom of our 
business to sell to the American public? How many ships, 
and railroads, and utilities, and banks, and factories, will 
be left in private hands? These are questions that must be 


the cost. 


answered, before our Senate sanctions this treaty of the sea 
by its two-thirds vote. Democracy and total war seem to us 
to be incompatible terms. 

Can we win such a war? Is it disloyal to ask such a ques- 
tion? We do not doubt the courage of our soldiers, of their 
tactical skill. But many of us do question the army organi- 
zation, the genius of our general staff, the composition of the 
personnel of our senior officers. We question the nature of 
our equipment, our ability to land in Europe, to maintain 
supplies both to Britain and to such an army at the same 
time that our navy is fighting a two-ocean war. We question 
also the ability to sustain the morale of our people in a war 
that is to be fought in the East Indies, in Egypt, in Mor- 
occo, and Iran, as well as in Europe. We do not know of 
any authoritative military man who has told us how Ger- 
many can land in America, or how we can conquer Europe 
and Asia. Can a military equipment, which is admittedly 
built to match Germany’s, overtake and destroy that of 
which it is an imitation? We are not mere defeatists. We 
believe that perhaps it can; but we must ask the question, 
and are entitled to an answer. 

If we can win such a war, is it well that we should win 
it? We had a president once, who prayed for a peace without 
victory. I confess myself to be of Wilson’s mind. For I do 
not see how such a victory could leave us with any idealism 
to carry out the points of the sea treaty. Instead we should 
be an empire, either a part of the British Empire, as some 
would have us be, or an American world-empire, the old 
independent United States forever gone. We should have 
garrisons in Germany, Japan, and Italy, commissars of raw 
materials all over the world imposing an Anglo-American 
peace on the world, with one indispensable condition as its 
basis, the integrity of the British Empire. The imperialistic 
temptation, to be lord of all the kingdoms of the earth, is 
the greatest of all temptations to a rich and powerful democ- 
racy. We know what happened to Athens when she main- 
tained such a peace, what happened to Rome, when she went 
the imperalist way, and what a dilemma now confronts 
Britain, as she tries to develop democracy at home, and 
empire abroad. You cannot evade that issue. Democracy 
and empire are incompatible terms. What our country 
needs is not empire abroad, but a new birth of freedom at 
home, if government by the people is not to perish from 
the earth. 

And so let us hope that the treaty of the sea, this melo- 
drama of Churchill on the coast of Maine, was written in 
water. Let us forget it, so far as it means the commitment 
of our country to war or to the imperialist dream. Let us 
aid Britain so far as is reasonable, without putting ourselves 
in bankruptcy. And let us work for peace, remembering 
that the way to make peace is to keep peace. 


The Salvation of France 


I HAVE GRAVE THINGS TO TELL YOU 


By HENRI PHILLIPE PETAIN, Marshal of France 
Broadcast from Vichy, France, August 12, 1941 


RENCHMEN! I have grave things to tell you! For 
the last several weeks I have felt an ill wind rising 
in many regions of France. Disquiet is overtaking 

minds; doubt is gaining control of spirits. The authority 
of my government is made the subject of discussion; orders 
are often being ill executed. 

In an atmosphere of false rumors and intrigues, the forces 


of reconstruction are growing discouraged. Others are try- 
ing to take their place without their nobleness or disinter- 
estedness. My sponsorship is too often invoked, even against 
the government, to justify self-styled undertakings of salva- 
tion which, in fact, amount to nothing more than appeals 
for indiscipline. 

A real uneasiness inflicts the French nation. The reasons 
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for this uneasiness are easy to understand. Cruel hours are 
always followed by difficult times. 

While at the frontiers of the nation—which defeat has 
put out of action but whose empire leaves her vulnerable— 
the war goes on, ravaging new continents every day, every- 
body wonders with anguish about the future of our country. 


He Deptores CONFUSION 


Some feel themselves betrayed; others think they are 
abandoned. Some wonder where their duty lies; others first 
seek their own interest. 

The London radio and certain French newspapers add to 
this confusion of minds. The sense of national interest in 
the end loses in justice and vigor. From this disorder of 
ideas springs disorder of affairs. Is this, indeed, the fate 
France has deserved after thirteen months of calm, of work, 
of incontestable revival ? 

Frenchmen, I put this question to you. I ask you to 
Measure its scope and answer it in the confines of your 
consciences. 

Our relations with Germany have been defined by an 
armistice convention the character of which could only be 
provisional. Dragging out this situation makes it that much 
harder to support in so far as it governs relations between 
two great nations. 

As for collaboration—offered in the month of October, 
1940, by the Chancellor of the Reich under conditions that 
made me appreciate their deference—it was a long-term 
labor and has not yet been able to bear all its fruits. 

We must be able to overcome a heavy heritage of distrust 
handed down by centuries of dissensions and quarrels and to 
turn ourselves toward broad perspectives that can open up 
a reconciled continent to our activity. 

That is the goal toward which we are heading; but it is 
an immense labor, which requires on our part as much will 
as it does patience. Other tasks absorb the German Govern- 
ment, gigantic tasks in developments to the east in defense 
of a civilization and which can change the map of the 
world. 

As regards Italy, our relations likewise are controlled by 
an armistice convention. Here again our desires are to 
escape from these provisional relations to create more stable 
ties without which the European order cannot be constructed. 

I would also recall to the great American republic the 
reasons why it has no cause to fear a decline of French 
ideals. Certainly our parliamentary democracy is dead, but 
it never had more than a few traits in common with the 
democracy of the United States. As for the instinct of lib- 
erty, it still lives within us, proud and strong. 

The American press has often misjudged us. Let it now 
make an effort to comprehend the quality of our souls and 
the destiny of a nation whose soil, through the course of 
history has been periodically ravaged, whose youth has been 
decimated, whose well being has been troubled by the fragil- 
ity of a Europe in whose reconstruction France intends today 
to participate. 

Our domestic difficulties have sprung above all from 
troubled minds, from lack of men and from scarcity of 
products. 

Troubled minds do not have as their sole origin the vicis- 
situdes of our foreign policy. They come especially from 
our slowness in building a new order or, more correctly, in 
imposing one. The National Revolution, which I outlined 
in my message last October 11, has not yet taken its place 
among accomplished facts. 

It has not yet forced its way through because between the 
people and me—who understand one another so well—there 


has risen a double screen of partisans of the old regime and 
those serving the trusts. 


DENOUNCES OLD REGIME 


The troops of the old regime are legion. I rank among 
them without exception all who place their personal inter- 
ests ahead of the permanent interests of the State—Free- 
masonry, political parties deprived of clientele but thirsting 
for a comeback, officials attached to an order of which they 
were beneficiaries and masters—or those who have subordi- 
nated the interests of the Fatherland to foreign interests. 

A long wait will be needed to overcome the resistance 
of all these opponents of the new order, but we must start 
in now to smash their undertakings by’ decimating their 
leaders. 

If France did not understand that she was condemned by 
the impact of events to change her regime, then she would 
see open up before her the abyss in which Spain of 1936 
just missed being swallowed and from which she was saved 
only by faith, youth and sacrifice. 

As for the power of the trusts, it is trying to reassert itself, 
using for its own ends the institution of Committees of 
Economic Organization. These committees were created, 
however, to rectify the errors of capitalism. They had in 
addition the purpose of entrusting responsible men with 
necessary authority to negotiate with Germany and assure 
equitable distribution of raw materials indispensable to our 
factories. 

The choice of members for these committees was difficult. 
It was not always possible to find impartiality and compe- 
tence united within the same minds. These provisional bod- 
ies created under the sway of a pressing need have been too 
numerous, too centralized and too unwieldly. The big 
corporations assumed too much authority and often inad- 
missible control. 

In the light of experience, I shall correct the work I have 
undertaken, and I shall renew against a selfish and blind 
capitalism that struggle which the sovereigns of France 
waged and won against feudalism. I shall see to it that 
France is rid of the most despicable tutelage, that of money. 

Irresponsible trade organizations, governed by commer- 
cial considerations, have too long been directing our food 
supply. I already have taken sanctions and struck at an 
entire system in the person of a single man: that of national 
distribution centers which have assured the great commercial 
agents exclusive and usurious control of all questions of 
food supply to the detriment of producer and consumer. 

We are still suffering, but I do not wish our sufferings 
displayed in front of the scandal of fortunes built out of 
the general misery. It would be all the more revc'!ting, 
inasmuch as this nation has in the past year accomplished 
an immense labor, despite privations of all kinds and under 
the most difficult conditions. 

I have in mind our farmers, who, without laborers, with- 
out fertilizer, without sulphate, have succeeded in obtaining 
results better than those of the year before. I have in mind 
the miners, who have worked without respite night and day 
to obtain coal for us. I have in mind all those workers who 
return from work only to find fireless homes and meagerly 
set tables. 

It is thanks to their unceasing efforts that the life of the 
country has been able to be maintained, despite defeat. It 
is with them and through them that we will be able tomor- 
row to build a France free, powerful and prosperous. Let 
them wait with me for better times. The trials of France 
will have an end. 
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Awaits PRISONERS’ RELEASE 


As for the lack of man power, that is due above all to the 
absence of those who are prisoners. As long as more than 
a million Frenchmen, comprising the young and vigorous 
elements of the nation and the best section of its elite, remain 
outside of the country’s activities, it will be difficult to build 
a new and lasting edifice. Their return will make it possi- 
ble to fill the great gap from which we suffer. Their spirit, 
strengthened by camp life, matured by long reflection, will 
become the best cement of the National Revolution. 

And yet, in spite of these difficulties the future of our 
country is being built with a precision that becomes more 
assured every day. 


The family, communities, trades, provinces will be pillars ° 


of the constitution at which the best workers for our recon- 
struction are laboring tirelessly. Its preamble will open up 
clear perspectives for the future of France. 

Our most recent reforms are being made the object of 
methodical revision, the outline of which will appear clearer 
as soon as legislative texts have been simplified and codified. 

But lawmaking and building are not enough. Governing 
is needed. It is both the necessity and the will of the whole 
people. 

France cannot really be governed except from Paris. I 
cannot yet return there, and I shall not return there until 
certain facilities are offered me. 

France cannot be governed except without the assent of 
public opinion—an assent more necessary than ever in the 
authoritarian regime. 

This public opinion is today divided. France cannot be 
governed unless the initiative of her chief finds correspond- 
ing exactness and faithfulness in the bodies transmitting it. 
‘This exactness and faithfulness are still lacking. 

France, however, cannot wait. A nation like ours, forged 
in the crucible of races and passions, proud and courageous, 
as ready for sacrifice as for violence and ever bristling when 
its honor is at stake, needs certainties, space and discipline. 

The government’s problem thus goes far beyond the frame- 
work of a simple ministerial change. It demands above all 
the unqualified maintenance of certain principles. 

Authority no longer emanates from below. 
authority is that which I entrust or delegate. 

I delegated it in the first place to Admiral Darlan, to 
whom public opinion has not always been favorable or fair, 
but who has ever helped me with loyalty and courage. 

[ have given him the Ministry of National Defense in 
order that he may exercise more direct control on all our 
land, sea and air forces. 


The only 


To my government I shall leave the necessary initiative, 
but in various fields I intend to trace for it a very clear 
line. ‘This is what I have decided: 

1. Activity of. political parties and groups of political 
origin is suspended until further notice in the unoccupied 
zone. ‘These parties may no longer hold either public or 
private meetings. ‘They must cease any distribution of tracts 
or notices. Those that fail to conform to these decisions 
will be dissolved. 

2. Payment of Members of Parliament is suppressed as 
of September 30. 

3. The first disciplinary sanctions against State officials 
guilty of false declarations regarding membership in secret 
societies has been ordered. The names of officials have been 
published this morning in the Journal Officiel Holders of 
high Masonic degrees—of which the first list has just been 
published—may no longer exercise any public function. 


4. The Legion of War Veterans remains the best instru- 
ment in the free zone of the National Revolution. But it is 
able to carry out its civil task only by remaining in all ranks 
subordinate to the government. 

5. I will double the means of police action, whose disci- 
pline and loyalty should guarantee public order. 

6. A group of Commissars of Public Power is created. 
These high officials will be charged with studying the spirit 
in which the laws, decrees, orders and instructions of the 
central power will be carried out. They will have the 
mission of ferreting out and destroying obstacles which abuse 
of the rules of administrative routine or activity of secret 
societies can oppose to the work of National Revolution. 


Prerects Get More Power 


7. Powers of regional prefects, the first units of those 
who will be Governors of provinces in the France of tomor- 
row, will be reenforced. Their power, so far as the central 
administration is concerned, is increased. Their authority 
over all heads of local services is direct and complete. 

8. The labor charter designed to regulate, according to 
the principles of my St. Etienne speech, relations among 
workers, artisans, technicians and employers in an agree- 
ment reached with mutual understanding, has resulted in a 
solemn accord. It will be published shortly. 

9. The provisional statute of economic organization will 
be revamped on a basis of reorganization of committees with 
larger representation of small industry and artisans, with 
revision of their financial administration and their relations 
with provincial arbitration organisms. 

10. The powers, role and organization of the National 
Food Supply Bureau will be modified according to means 
which, safeguarding the interests of consumers, permit the 
authority of the State to make itself felt at the same time on 
a national and regional basis. 

11. I have decided to use the powers given me by Con- 
stitutional Act No. 7 to judge those responsible for our 
disaster. A Council of Justice is created to that effect. It 
will submit its reports before October 15. 

12. In the application of this same Constitutional Act, 
all Ministers and high officials must swear an oath of fealty 
to me and engage themselves to carry out duties in their 
charge for the well-being of the State according to the rules 
of honor and propriety. 

This first series of measures will reassure the French who 
think only of the well-being of the fatherland. 

Prisoners who still are waiting in camps and who are 
preparing yourselves in silence for the work of national 
restoration, peasants of France who are gathering harvest in 
particularly difficult conditions, people of the reserved 
[occupied] zone who place all your confidence in the unity 
of France, workmen of our suburbs, deprived of meat and 
wine and of tobacco and yet so brave, you are the ones I 
think of. You are the ones to whom I address these French 
words. 

I know by my calling what victory is; I see today what 
defeat is. I have received the heritage of a wounded France. 
It is my duty to defend that heritage by maintaining your 
aspirations and your rights. 

In 1917 I put an end to mutiny. In 1940 I put an end to 
rout. Today I wish to save you from yourselves. 

When a man of my age dedicates his person to his coun- 
try there is no sacrifice that he can evade. His only concern 
is the public salvation. Remember this: 

If a beaten country is divided against itself it dies. If a 
beaten country can unite it is reborn. Vive la France! 
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We Must Stand Behind the President 


AMERICANS, WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER? 
By RICHARD S. BYRD, Rear Admiral U. 8. Navy 
Delivered at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., August 20, 1941, at a meeting sponsored by the Council For Democracy 


OT very many months ago, I was in the waters of 

the Antarctic, near the South Pole, on the Navy’s 

ice breaker, the Bear. We were fighting a full gale 
during the polar night. There were icebergs around us, and 
rocks and shoals uncharted on our maps. The night was 
black and long, and there was no lighthouse to show the 
way. We sailed alone, with none to rescue us should we hit 
the rocks. 

Not a man on that ship had any thought but of the safety 
of all. On the bridge Captain Cruzen and his staff of 
navigators guided the vessel through the dangerous seas. 
Each member of the crew manned his station with courage 
and faith. 

We knew that we had a common destiny that night, and 
in that knowledge we did not stop to quarrel about petty 
differences. We set no personal interests above the interests 
of all of us. 

On a much greater scale, we as a nation today face the 
same kind of crisis that the crew of the Bear faced in the 
icy South Polar waters. We as a nation will survive this 
crisis, or we will perish; we will come out of it with free- 
dom and self-respect, or we will come out of it as slaves— 
the outcome depends on us. And if we hit the rocks, there 
will be none to rescue us. 

Like the crew of that ship, I have no personal axe to grind 
tonight. There are no strings tied to me. I speak for no 
group, no party, no public official. I have no political am- 
bitions. I have not consulted with the Administration upon 
what I shall say. I speak under the auspices of the Council 
for Democracy, whose only partisanship is for democracy. 
I have but one interest—to tell, as an American, the truth 
as I see it, with neither malice nor mud-slinging. 


Let us face the first truth boldly. 


A War BETWEEN Two IDEAS 


This is a war between two ideas. This is the age-old 
struggle between democracy and tyranny, between freedom 
and slavery, between good and evil. This is everybody’s war. 
This time the fight is to the death. And so far, as we all 
know, tyranny has won. Fifteen democracies have gone 
down like torpedoed ships and the first to be invaded by 
Hitler’s slave-idea was Germany itself. 

Adolf Hitler has declared that the world is not large 
enough for both nazism and democracy. He believes that the 
easy-going people of a free nation cannot compete with the 
force of a super-efficient dictatorship. He substitutes might 
for right, force for freedom. For God he has substituted 
himself and the worship of a soulless mechanical efficiency. 
That is the picture of one of the two worlds in conflict as 
we see it tonight. What of the other? 

Well, we of the democracies believe in the dignity and 
equality of man. We believe that reason and truth and 
compassion can be, in the end, weapons mightier than any 
bombing plane. It was our peacetime efficiency that invented 
and developed the very machines that Hitler has turned into 
hideous mechanized units to destroy free men. If this nation 
had worked for nine years with no idea other than that of 
wholesale conquest of its neighbors, no one could have 


equaled in destructiveness our war machines. No, there is 
no Nazi superiority other than a temporary capacity to de- 
stroy human beings. 

That is the difference between us—the free world and the 
slave world. 


Wor.tp HAs SHRUNK IN SIZE 


But there is a second great truth that we must face with 
equal courage. In comparatively recent times the world has 
shrunk in size. No one realizes that better than I do. In our 
day there are Americans who don’t realize what this high- 
speed transportation and communication mean. They deny 
that on this planet 2,000,000,000 human beings hurtle 
through space together. They deny that catastrophe, or 
disease, or war, erupting in one region, affects all other 
regions. ‘They believe we can hide in our own little cabin in 
the wilderness and let the forest fire rage around us. They 
do not face the truth that the Atlantic Ocean, even with 
Hitler bitterly engaged, is not wide enough to isolate the 
Nazi fifth column from South America. Even our founding 
fathers realized, back in those sailing-ship days, that the 
Atlantic Ocean would not isolate us from Europe. 

If Hitler won, those of us who still dream of security in 
isolation would experience a rude awakening. 

Unless we recognize the dangers that lie before us, unless 
we move immediately to cope the dangers before they close 
in upon us, we face so tremendous a dislocation of the trade 
structure of this nation and the rest of the world that eco- 
nomic chaos will settle upon all humanity, and that whether 
we have war or not. Chaos is poisonous soil for the democ- 
racies, but the most fertile of all soils for the growth of 
tyranny. Therefore, no matter what may be the outcome 
of this war, we are headed straight for dictatorship unless 
we wake up before it is too late. 


“We Cannor STAND ASIDE” 


Let us review the facts that now stand out. First of all, 
we know that, in the world-wide war of ideas, we cannot 
stand aside. We may find ourselves forced into war with the 
whole dictator world. 

Secondly, we know that America faces the grave threat of 
economic chaos whether we have war or whether we don’t. 

Thirdly, we know that complete economic chaos would in- 
evitably result, as it did in Italy, Germany and Spain, in 
dictatorship for a dis-United States of America. 

We know these things. Why, in God’s name, is this 
country unwilling to face them? What are we going to do 
about them? We are potentially the strongest nation on 
earth. But today we are soft, still unprepared for the tough 
kind of crisis we face. We have our democracy, the greatest 
workable idea any nation ever had. But today we still 
quarrel among ourselves, we are smug and lethargic, we take 
our freedom for granted, we suffer from the enfeebling dis- 
ease of apathy. 

I tell you the blunt truth because I want to awaken you. 

We must bestir ourselves now, at once, before it is too 
late, to a spontaneous reawakening of all the people, de- 
termined on dynamic unity and sweat and sacrifice, exactly 
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as if we were fighting a shooting war for our national self- 
preservation against the dictator world. 

Since we have voluntarily assumed the responsibilities of 
a nation at war, I for one believe that we should live up to 
those responsibilities. : 

That is, I submit, the best and only possible way to pre- 
vent a shooting war. 

Battles, whether they be economic or shooting, are won by 
planning and preparation in time of peace. Not by a “busi- 
ness as usual” attitude. Let us make no mistake about this. 
The destiny of this nation will be decided by what we do in 
the next eight months. Either we become the citadel of 
liberty, or we lose the last hope of liberty. 

If we rise today in all our might, with the single purpose 
of doing our utmost to save our freedom, what on the face 
of the earth would we need fear? We would once again 
prove to the world that democracy, backed by unity and 
sweat and sacrifice, is the most potent idea in the history of 
mankind. 

Surely the bitterest opponents of our involvement in this 
war should be the strongest backers of this proposal. We 
may disagree on the proper strategy to defend democracy 
against tyranny as personified by Hitler, but we cannot dis- 
agree that democracy must be defended. 

Thus, be you an interventionist or a non-interventionist ; 
be you for peace or for war; be you of English descent or 
German or Italian or French or Irish; be you a Republican 
or Democrat; a Catholic or Jew or Protestant; or non- 
believer; a rich man or-.a poor man; whether you like 
Roosevelt or whether you don’t; whether you are a farmer, 
laborer, or businessman; whether you are a white man or a 
Negro—you are, if you still think freedom is better than 
slavery, if you still believe in our way of life, an American 
first. 

Our CoMMoN DENOMINATOR 


There lies our common denominator. There lies our kin- 
ship of brotherhood that, in the face of national danger, puts 
aside bitterness and family quarrels. There is an idea that 
stands above our place of birth or ancestry, our varying 
creeds, the color of our skins, the amount of money we make 
each year—an idea that makes the United States more im- 
portant than any part of it. 

On this brotherhood depends our nation’s potential 
strength and unity, a challenge to all who hate our way of 
life. As a democracy counts unity, we have achieved under 
our strong and courageous President even more unity than 
could ordinarily be expected. But, in a world that has 
changed so quickly and incredibly, our usual unity is not 
enough. It is under attack. The agents of Adolf Hitler are 
trying to divide the people of America, to set us one against 
the other, to foster and exploit religious and class suspicions, 
to set labor against capital, Protestant against Catholic, 
Christian against Jew, the Middle West against the East. 
‘They have used this method of “divide and conquer” be- 
cause they have seen it work as a prelude to easy military 
victory in Europe. But it will not, it shall not, work here. 

It is not enough to demand unity, sweat and sacrifice. We 
must know what to unite on, what work to undertake, what 
sacrifice to make. 

I say to you very frankly that, to meet the needs of the 
hour, we must modify our way of life, at least for the 
moment. Some of us have not allowed this crisis to change 
our habits of unrestricted speech and action. Except for the 
draftees and some of the defense industrial workers and a 
few dollar-a-year men, we have not changed from our usual 
routine. 


We still work short hours, riding the turtle while Hitler 
lashes his subjects into a furious Blitz tempo. Labor and 
business quarrel between themselves as though they did not 
realize that both would be ruthlessly smashed under a tyrant. 
Five million man-hours have been lost by strikes. Every 
plant closed is a battle lost. Prices and rents—even in the 
vicinity of the Army camps—are forced up steadily; cer- 
tainly that is the opposite of sacrifice. Some politicians are 
still playing at politics at the expense of our defense effort. 
The philosophy of ease and comfort and pleasure has not 
changed. 

Can we compete with Nazism that way? Nazism, that 
has for years bludgeoned sacrifice and discipline out of the 
German people? Do we deserve freedom that way? 

Let us be honest with ourselves and recognize that, to 
deserve liberty, we must adjust our concept of it to the 
realities of 1941. This means that the people of America 
will have to subject themselves to voluntary self-restraint 
in the exercise of their cherished rights. It means that we 
must create a new and long overdue feeling of individual 
and group responsibility and accept those responsibilities 
quickly and willingly. 

If there be those who will cry that such a program in- 
volves the destruction of democracy in the effort to preserve 
it, I say that there is a difference between the spirit of dem- 
ocracy and the institutional gadgets by which it works. This 
democracy is elastic enough to adjust the gadgets to fit the 
crisis. Are we any the less democratic because we have taken 
realistic steps to cope with impending danger by adopting 
the Selective Service Law? Are we less democratic because 
we are ready to defend democracy? 


Rote oF Pustic OPINION 


The restraints are simple. They must not be enforced by 
law. That would be dictatorship. Therefore they must be 
enforced by public opinion. Let us agree that free speech 
shall not be exploited by those who prefer other political 
systems in which all our civil liberties would be destroyed. 

That effort is the will of the majority. If we must criticize 
a course decided upon by the majority, let us agree to do so 
with fairness and moderation. Democracy guarantees debate, 
yes, but after the debate comes the decision by the will of 
the majority—and, as such, it should be respected and im- 
mediately acted upon. 

Nor does this mean that we must stifle the honest debate 
and loyal constructive criticism that springs from the rights 
of freedom. No man, whether he be President of the United 
States, member of Congress or private citizen, is ever in- 
fallible, any more than unity is a one-way street. That mis- 
takes must be made in every department of our activities is 
in the very nature of human affairs. 

I do not merely affirm this fact. I urge you to do your 
part in criticizing, suggesting, expressing your opinion to our 
legislators and executives. That is the way of free people. 
Honest debate of many minds arrives in the end at more 
accurate judgment than is possible for one mind. Therein 
lies the superiority of democracies over the Nazi idea. 

As an American, I affirm the right of any man to say 
that he does not want to see this country go to war. But 
we must never again point our finger at one patriotic group 
and say ““Warmonger” or at another sincere group and say 
“Traitor.” When our neighbor’s home is threatened, we will 
defend it whether he be Jew or Christian, Democrat or Re- 
publican, worker or businessman, isolationist or interven- 
tionist. That was the principle on which we worked that 
night on the ice-breaker Bear. Because the principle is sound 
I am alive to speak to you now. 
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And, incidentally, Captain Cruzen of the Bear is of Ger- 
man descent, and his second in command, Lieutenant Niemo, 
is of Italian descent, both good Americans. There are mil- 
lions of Cruzens and Niemos in this country who, like 
Wendell Willkie, are anxious to do their part to help pre- 
serve American democracy if they are given the chance. Be- 
cause this is true, we must guard against the injustice of 
distrust in fellow-Americans simply because their names have 
a foreign quality, or because they speak with a foreign ac- 
cent, or their customs are different from ours. 


DANGER OF INDECISION 


American democracy has always met dangers with leader- 
ship. At such moments quick, decisive action must be taken 
by the Commander-in-Chief on matters that ordinarily 
would be decided through slower processes. Our danger does 
not lie in action, but in indecision. 

And as I discuss leadership from this platform I find 
myself again back in spirit near the South Pole standing on 
the bridge of that Polar ship in the darkness and the storm 
with the rocks around us. 

Without a leader this republic would be like that ship 
without the captain on the bridge. Just as the captain on 
that ship must be able to act quickly to avoid the rocks, our 
Commander-in-Chief often must act quickly to steer our Ship 
of State safely through the storm that has hit the world. 

I believe that history will say that President Roosevelt has 
had to contend with graver responsibilities than ever before 
faced a Chief Executive of this nation. Lincoln was faced 
with the threat of losing a dozen States from the Union. 
Roosevelt is faced with the threat of losing all forty-eight. 
Lincoln had the task of abolishing the enslavement of 5 
per cent of the population. This Administration has the task 
of preventing the enslavement of all the people. 

It is the solemn duty of every loyal American to share that 
burden with our President and the rest of the government. 


The President has been accused of trying to get this 
nation into war. I can give you my personal word that 
Roosevelt, the man, has a deep hatred for war—deeper per- 
haps than many who have made this criticism. Roosevelt, the 
President, has the task of carrying American democracy for- 
ward under God against any resistance, and it is his duty 
to do that above all things. If he can do it without war he 
will do it. But there are things infinitely worse than war, 
and the worst of these is slavery. 

I have tried to tell you our duty in hard-boiled realistic 
terms. I rest my case on those terms. But there is something 
in this chisis which transcends hard-boiled realism. I am 
thinking of the “terrible silence of the gagged millions of 
Europe.” Isn’t there a moral issue here, an issue that I cannot 
help but believe means something to most of us? It is the 
issue between human decency, common kindness and sym- 
pathy, on the one side, and inhuman brutality on the other. 

We know that the lust for world conquest, the brutal 
persecution of innocent human beings, the degradation of 
the human spirit, we know that these things are wrong. We 
know that we stand on trial today before the eyes of our 
Maker and before the generations of the years ahead. 

Here at Madison Square Garden tonight we are enjoying 
the four freedoms of our Bill of Rights. There is your free 
press. Here on this platform is your free speech. You who 
listen to me worship as you please. And here, in this meet- 
ing-place, is your free assembly. 

What are we going to do to repay democracy for these 
freedoms? Are we going to sit back and enjoy them as though 
no one had ever fought and died for them ?—or are we going 
to make our personal sacrifices every day so that our defense 
effort may be furthered? Are we going to divide our na- 
tional house against itself through dissension—or are we 
going to stand united behind the President as if at war with 
an unconquerable morale? Americans, what is your answer? 


Address to Selectees 


YOU WILL NOT FALTER— YOU CANNOT FAIL 


By HENRY L. STIMSON, Secretary of War 
Delivered over radio August 15, 1941 


N the request of the President, the Congress has now 

passed a bill which will extend the period of service 

for many of the men in the Army. The members of 
the National Guard and the officers reserve corps as well as 
the men inducted under the Selective Service Act, who were 
all originally called for a year’s training, under this bill may 
be retained in the Army for an additional period of not to 
exceed eighteen months. 

I realize that this means sacrifice on your part and it is 
proper that I, as head of the War Department, should state 
to you the reasons why it has been found necessary. 

An American Army is an intelligent army. Its discipline 
is based upon cooperation. It is not an Army hammered into 
efficiency merely by brute force. It does its work more ef- 
ficiently if it knows the cause for which it is created and the 
reason for the sacrifices which it is asked to make. 

I also know of the fine spirit which you, the members of 
this present Army, have already shown and the devotion 
which you have given to your training thus far, sometimes 
under very discouraging circumstances. I have been much 
gratified by what I have learned of your work and conduct. 


2 aati 9 NR 


I believe that out of your devotion there is being created the 
most effective fighting force which this country has ever 
known in time of peace. Therefore for all these reasons I 
regard it as a privilege to talk to you today. 

In my talk I shall try to describe to you briefly these 
points: 

First, the crisis which makes necessary America’s present 
preparation for defense; second, the general principles of our 
national defense; and third, the vital part which you as the 
Army must be ready to play in that defense. 


Descrises Wor.ip SITUATION 


In the first place, the world is today facing a situation 
which is more dangerous to its general peace than any situa- 
tion which has existed during all the years of recorded 
history. 

Three great and powerful nations, Germany, Italy and 
Japan, each of them armed with the most modern and de- 
structive weapons, have banded themselves together upon a 
scheme of conquest against their more peaceful neighbors. 

Within the past seven years these three nations have suc- 
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cessfully attacked and conquered some sixteen other na- 
tions. Germany has conquered Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, Luxem- 
bourg, France, Yugoslavia and Greece. Today she is seek- 
ing to conquer Russia. Italy has attacked Ethiopia, Albania, 
France and Greece. Japan has attacked China and is now 
taking possession of French Indo-China. 

Neither Germany, Italy nor Japan believes in individual 
freedom within their own borders, nor do they believe in 
national independence among nations outside of their borders. 
Their avowed principles are the opposite of those principles 
of liberty and equality of rights along which the world has 
been continually progressing for many centuries past. They 
are seeking to turn back to the customs of the Dark Ages and 
they are enforcing upon the nations which have been un- 
fortunate enough to fall under their power systems of forced 
labor and subjection which substantially amount to a condi- 
tion of semi-slavery. 


France A Suspjyect NATION 

It is hard for us to imagine the United States in such a 
condition of subjection. But two years ago such a contempla- 
tion would shave been just as hard for the citizens of France. 
France had been the leader in the development of freedom 
in Europe ever since the French revolution one hundred fifty 
vears ago. 

Yet today France is a subject nation. German overlords 
pull the strings and French puppets dance. France is dis- 
armed. France is policed by foreign secret agents. Free 
speech is a memory in France. French business has been taken 
under German direction. Frenchmen are told by foreign 
rulers when to go to bed and when to get up. French profits, 
French foodstuffs, French energy, are now going to build up 
the glory of the German Reich. 

Children will starve in France this Winter and French 
peasants who reap good crops will live on a crust in order 
that the German Army may be fed. France is a prison house, 
a thin shadow of a glorious but unprepared nation which 
tailed to see the danger approaching it from across the Rhine. 
And these conditions of subjection which are now maintained 
in France are mild in comparison with the brutalities which 
are being visited upon Poland, Yugoslavia and Russia. 

Today these three Axis nations, Germany, Japan and 
Italy, openly announce their intention of going further with 
their conquest of the world. Indeed, they can hardly help 
themselves from going further. They have made themselves 
the economic slaves of the hideous system which they have 
established. 

For example, Germany with an original population of not 
more than 70,000,000 is maintaining military, naval and other 
armed forces of over 11,000,000 men besides a huge civilian 
bureaucracy of secret police and other functionaries. Seventy- 
five percent of her entire income is going into war, leaving 
only 25 per cent for all of the needs of her civilian popula- 
tion. She is carrying on here present conquest with the loot 
ot past conquests and with the product of the labor of her 
enslaved nations. 

Such a system cannot remain stationary. Germany must 
obtain further loot by further conquests or else she will be- 
gin to slide backward into restlessness, revolt and failure. 
And the presence today throughout the Western Hemisphere 
of German advance agents and fifth columnists shows only 
too clearly one direction in which German future efforts at 
conquest are likely to go. 


Sees JAPAN ON THE MARCH 


Japan is in a similar situation in the Far East. She has an 
: ~~ 
enormous and expensive army spread over Northern China. 


Today she is moving south for further conquests. Her union 
with the two other Axis powers three years ago was avowedly 
aimed at us and our interests. 

Our own hemisphere, thinly populated, rich beyond all 
other continents in natural resources, is an inevitable ulti- 
mate target for these marauder nations. Today Hitler holds 
under his domination in Europe nearly 160,000,000 people 
in addition to the original 70,000,000 of Germany itself. 
Adding Italy, with over 40,000,000, makes a total of over 
270,000,000. If he succeeds in conquering Western Russia, 
he will have under his control 100,000,000 more, or a total 
of over 370,000,000. 

The American Government which failed to take measures 
of protection against such a dire prospect for the future 
would be faithless indeed to the interests of its people. 


AMERICAN PoLicy OUTLINED 


In the second place, what are the general principles which 
govern our American national defense? The United States 
and the other twenty republics of this hemisphere have always 
believed in preserving their isolation as the foundation of 
their safety. We have had a hemisphere in which for over 
a century all of the governments have been republican in 
structure and also independent in fact. We believe in keep- 
ing up this system of independence and freedom. For that 
purpose the Monroe Doctrine has been the cornerstone of 
our foreign policy. 

We have recognized that the only safe way to keep 
America out of war was to keep war away from America. 
And sometimes we have found it necessary to fight in order 
to keep war away from our own homes and country. 

With the passage of time and the invention of new 
methods and weapons of warfare this has become more and 
more dificult. The bombing airplane already has a range 
of several thousand miles. The development of the fifth 
column has an indefinitely longer range. Each of these hostile 
weapons may easily become an instrument for the invasion of 
this hemisphere. 

When the full measure of this terrific crisis abroad burst 
upon us a year ago our peace-loving country was defended 
by a one-ocean navy, a skeleton army, and a rudimentary 
air force. The navies and armies of all of the other twenty 
American republics were negligible in size in comparison to 
the forces abroad. Our own Army was smaller even than 
the armies of Holland or Belgium and we saw Holland and 
Belgium overthrown in a comparatively few days. There- 
fore, so far as our Army and air force are concerned, we 
have been obliged to start practically at scratch. 


Cirrs DEFENSE EFFORTS 


The past year has been spent by our government in a 
steady effort to surround the United States with outposts 
and bastions from which it could be defended against attacks 
which appear so inevitable. We have commenced building a 
two-ocean Navy, but the completion of that Navy cannot be 
accomplished for several years. 

In the meanwhile we have been endeavoring with all the 
means in our power to stiffen the resistance of those nations 
which by fighting the Axis powers were temporarily serving 
as a protection to us. The principal one of these nations has 
been Great Britain. The British fleet for many years has 
been protecting the security of the Atlantic while our own 
fleet has been in the Pacific. The continuance of this work 
by the British fleet depends upon the continuance of the 
safety and independence of the British Isles. 

Congress last Winter enacted the lease-lend act chiefly for 
the purpose of bolstering up the sturdy resistance which 
Great Britain was making to the Axis powers. Under this 
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statute we have been able to furnish munitions and supplies 
to the British Isles and to harbor and repair the British fleet 
as well as the merchant marine, which was carrying our 
munitions to Great Britain. 


New Ourposts ESTABLISHED 


In addition to that, we have leased from Great Britain 
seven important Atlantic outposts to serve as bases to our 
defense against attacks from the direction of Europe. These 
bases have been in Newfoundland, in Bermuda, in the Ba- 
hamas, in Jamaica, in St. Lucia, in Trinidad, and in British 
Guiana. 

In all of these places we are establishing naval and air 
posts of defense. They are intended to help us keep the navies 
and the forces of aggressor nations far away from our shores. 

We are also establishing further outposts in the Atlantic 
at Greenland and Iceland and a part of our Navy is patrol- 
ling the Atlantic from Greenland southward as an additional 
protection against hostile forces coming into our Atlantic 
waters. 

If you take your maps, you can see how we have thus been 
establishing a protective line of defense running from the 
extreme north in Greenland to the shores of South America 
by which we are seeking to keep any aggressive nation from 
establishing air bases from which they could drop bombs 
upon the populous cities of our eastern seaboard. 

In the Pacific we have reinforced our great naval base 
at Hawaii, until we believe that it is now impregnable. We 
are also building air and naval bases in Alaska and in the 
Aleutian Islands to keep off attacks from the northwest where 
our coast approaches to within fifty miles of the Russian 
Siberian coast of Asia. 

The present attack of Germany on Russia, who has always 
been a peaceful neighbor of ours in the Pacific, now brings 
out into sharp prominence the importance of these last out- 
posts. Japanese newspapers are already begining to tell us the 
trouble we may expect to have in Alaska if Germany con- 
quers Russia. 

But the most dangerous avenue of attack against us lies 
in the South, where are situated the friendly but almost un- 
armed nations of Central and South America. Germany 
has been pushing into North Africa, and we have reason to 
believe that a major advance will be made by her into that 
continent. 

At Dakar, which is held by Vichy forces, now friendly 
with Germany, the great western bulge of the African coast 
narrows the South Atlantic Ocean until the distance from 
Dakar to the easternmost point of Brazil can be easily 
traversed either by air or sea. The German-controlled press 
of Paris today is openly urging that Germany be invited 
by Vichy to come into Dakar. 

We also know that Germany and Japan with their fifth 
columnists and subversive agents have been very active in 
South and Central America. From our observation of what 
has happened in Europe we have learned to recognize the 
symptoms which invariably forecast the coming of a new 
Axis attack. Today some of the most significant of those 
symptoms are occurring in South America. Any reader today 
of the American press can read of unrest and excitement in 
various South American republics which are being attributed 
by the governments of those republics to the machinations 
of foreign secret agents. 

If, by combining an air attack with a fifth-column revolu- 
tion, an Axis power should succeed in making a lodgment 
upon the coast of South America, we should have a real task 
indeed, for it would not be difficult for any enemy lodged 
there to get within easy bombing distance of the Panama 


Canal. 


From this analysis of our defense you can see that what we 
have done has not only been absolutely essential to protect 
us from an ever-approaching and developing danger, but that 
our purpose has been purely defensive. We have not been 
seeking any wild adventures in foreign wars; we have not 
been planning any expeditionary forces for the benefit of 
other nations. 

We have been simply seeking to make secure our own 
country and to protect it from a danger that is so real and 
rapidly growing that a government which did not take such 
steps would have been faithless to its trust. 


OuTLINES PurPOsE oF ARMY 


That brings me to my third point, namely the part which 
you in the Army on land and in the air must be ready to 
play in that defense. 

Critics of your Government have repeatedly asserted that 
the creation of such an Army as we are now training was 
unnecessary; that it would be impossible for any of our 
potential enemies to cross the Atlantic or the Pacific and 
get at us in the face of our naval power. Such critics 
apparently have not studied the development of modern 
weapons; nor have they shown sufficient vision to realize 
the possible military and political changes which are trem- 
bling in the balance in the world around us. 

What I have already said will give you the background of 
the answer to their question. Our Army and its air force 
must be prepared to meet enemies coming from the north, 
from the east, from the south and from the west. It must 
be prepared to fight on the icebound coasts of the North 
Atlantic and of the North Pacific, as well as in the tropic 
heat of Panama or South America. 

American soldiers are already standing guard on the east 
from Iceland to British Guiana and on the west from 
Alaska to Panama. A successful attack upon any one of 
these outposts would bring an enemy within bombing dis- 
tance of our great cities and would make necessary a major 
military effort to drive him off. 

But a possible change in the scales of fate might bring our 
homes into far greater danger. A successful invasion of the 
British Isles or any other mortal blow to the Government 
of Britain might suddenly deprive us of the protection which 
is being rendered to us today by the British fleet. That 
would leave us in a situation where the fleets as well as the 
shipbuilding capacity of the Axis powers, both at present and 
still more in the future, would be very much greater than 
the power of our fleet and the capacity of our own shipbuild- 
ing facilities. 


TALKS OF INVASION PERIL 


Then, indeed, we would be face to face with a danger 
which even our isolationists would recognize as the danger 
of invasion. Such an attack would be no playboy affair. 
There are veteran troops under the Axis powers on all sides 
of us. The Germans have a trained army of over seven 
million men and an air force of over half a million men. 
Japan has today under arms over two million men. They 
are intelligently led. They are fully armed and equipped. 
They are most thoroughly trained and their young men have 
the devoted spirit of fanatics. 

The Germans are now going into battle with their song, 
“Today Europe is ours; tomorrow the whole world.” Their 
skill and their power can hardly be over-estimated. You 
young men know the difference between a professional team 
and even the best of amateurs. The Germans today have 
reached the standard of professionals and veterans. They 
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have set a standard which we must excel. We must be ready 
to meet such a force as this on any of the many and varied 
terrains which surround our country from which an attack 
may come. 

These hard, inescapable facts constitute the reason why 
your government has extended the time of your service and 
is asking from you every possible effort in the training which 
we can give you. They are also the r-isons why we are ask- 
ing you to give us the patriotic devotion, the faith and the 
spirit which have in past wars made American Armies un- 
conquerable. It would not only be a danger to the safety of 
your country but a crime against you yourselves if we should 
send you half trained to meet the enemy troops against whom 
you might be pitted. 


FAITH IN AMERICAN ARMY 


We are not seeking to rival the size of these possible enemy 
forces which surround us. But we wish an Army which in 
equipment, in training and in spirit, aided by an unsurpassed 
air force and the full efforts of our Navy, will be able to 
meet and conquer any attack which may be attempted against 
any part of our homeland. 

We believe that you men of the new Army of the United 
States will be able to do that. We believe that, given the 
training and the weapons, an American Army, actuated by 


the spirit of free men, will be more than a match for any 
similar army composed of men who are not free. 

I have served in the Army and I know the soldier’s point 
of view both while in the service and in later life. You may 
take it from me that your service to the nation in its hour 
of need will not be a waste of your time and effort. In the 
years that lie ahead you will hold your heads high in the 
thought that you gave honest and faithful service as soldiers 
when your country called. 

Remember that you are the chosen fighting men of the 
nation. Others throughout the land are working to supply 
you with the equipment and the weapons with which you 
are to act in our defense. But, however earnestly and ef- 
fective they may labor, no man who contributes to the com- 
mon cause only work or money can ever stand on the level 
ot you who are asked to risk life itself for your country and 
your countrymen. 

This nation was founded in the bond of blood and sacrifice 
by men who pledged their lives, their fortunes and their 
sacred honor. They reached their goal. Now you men of a 
new generation are called upon to preserve the freedoms 
which they so bravely won. 

To serve in the common defense, for the general welfare, 
is the first obligation of an American citizen. 

You will not falter. You cannot fail. 


United States Aid to Russia 


NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS 


By HON. FREDERICK C. SMITH, Congressman from Ohio 
Over Radio, July 23, 1941 


ELLOW Americans, the President has announced it 

to be the policy of our Government to give aid to 

Russia in her war against Germany. Supplies for 
Stalin are doubtless already on their way to Russia. We are 
told that a request will soon be made to Congress for addi- 
tional billions in appropriations for the lend-lease program, 
much of which is to be used for aid to the Soviet Union. 

Americans have been told that in our aid to England we 
have been promoting certain ideals, the establishment of the 
four freedoms, etc. Just how now can we square those ideals 
with the ruthless policies of the red Stalin? Should Russia, 
with the aid of England and America, be able to defeat the 
despised Hitler, what should we expect Stalin to demand at 
the peace table? 

How, indeed, shall America enforce the four freedoms on 
communistic Russia? 

Much as we may desire the destruction of Hitlerism, we as 
free Americans cannot afford to pay the price in money and 
blood to strengthen and enhance the power of communistic 
Russia, 

We, who have been and are opposed to the United States 
entering the European war, have consistently claimed the 
war was not being fought for idealism, but was in fact a 
continuation of the age-old hatreds and struggles for power 
which have kept Europe embroiled in wars for centuries. 

America has no place in such a war, and could contribute 
nothing toward a permanent peace, should she enter it, as 
was abundantly proven by our entry into the World War. 
If any proof of our position were needed, surely this struggle 
between Hitler and Stalin should be sufficient. Certainly 
no one will contend that either Stalin or Hitler are fighting 


for idealism, or the four freedoms of which we have heard 
so much. 

Assuredly the new line-up of forces in Europe should give 
America cause to carefully consider the implications and the 
likely consequences to our Nation of joining up with Stalin 
in this war. 

I consider any alliance between our country and Russia 
as an act of the utmost gravity and fraught with the most 
dire consequences to our Nation. There is no doubt that any 
union between ourselves and Russia will operate strongly to 
encourage the further development of communism in this 
country. It will, I fear, do much more than this. 

The association of our people with Russians in a war 
must have the effect of disarming the opposition which our 
people have been developing against communism. We can- 
not become partners in war with Red Russia without in some 
degree condoning communism. 

What, for example, about the work of the Dies com- 
mittee? Of what value will it be to us now? Will not all 
the good it has done in exposing the subversive forces which 
are imposing their vicious schemes upon our country be wiped 
out by this joining up of our Nation on the side of Stalin? 
Will not such an act in a large measure give immunity to 
the foreign agents serving Russia in the cause of communism 
in our country? 

Certainly the communistic elements which swarm in high 
and low places in our Government need no longer fear this 
committee. 

Note the effect this new alinement of ours has already 
had upon the leading communistic elements in our country. 
Before Russia and Germany engaged in this war against 
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each other, and before the President made his promise of aid 
to Russia, those Communists vehemently protested that the 
war was imperialistic and that the United States should 
stay out of it. 

Immediately following hostilities between Hitler and 
Stalin, and the President’s promise of aid to Russia, these 
leading Communists immediately crawled in bed with the 
war group of this country who are doing everything possible 
to catapult us into the war. 

According to newspaper reports, Robert Minor (who is 
perhaps as red as Earl Browder, whose place he is filling 
while the latter is in prison) said it was the sacred duty of 
the American workers to produce every article of war at 
the greatest possible speed for war on all fronts against 
Hitler. 

Harry Bridges, west-coast red, told the Maritime Union 
at its convention in Cleveland recently that he favored help- 
ing anybody, even Tory England, if it meant helping Russia 
to defeat Germany. Overnight the Daily Worker, leading 
Communist paper, switched from its position of opposing our 
entrance into the war, to support of the war policy. 

My fellow Americans, I ask you, are these communistic 
forces interested in what is best for America, or do they 
serve Red Russia? 

Are these Communists interested in preserving our way 
of life, and our form of Government, or do they seek only 
to strengthen communism, not only in Russia, but in our 
own land as well? 

Do they seek to build America strong for her own defense, 
or are they using this opportunity to weaken and destroy 
that which we as Americans cherish and love? The answer 
is all too obvious to leave any doubt. 

Communism is seeking to destroy everything that opposes 
communism throughout the world. 

What a boon, also, this alliance with communistiz Russia 
will be to the political planners in Washington, who have 
drawn so much of their inspiration from the Moscowinian 
philosophy of nihilism. 

It is when we reflect upon how well the ground is pre- 
pared in our own country for the spread and growth of 
communism, and the extent to which it has already in- 
filtrated itself into our institutions and Government that we 
realize the dangers of this unholy alliance with Red Russia. 

If our people in general only knew what this subversive 
cult really is, and how strongly it has already entrenched 
itself in our country, they would be more able, and more 
concerned, to protect themselves against its further spread. 

I believe nothing is needed so much in this country as a 
true understanding of what really constitutes communism. 
The usual definitions of communism were formulated at a 
time when little or nothing was known of the real operation 
of this cult. Now, however, we have‘before us the grand 
experiment of communism. For nearly 25 years Russia has 
been operating under this political scheme, on a scale, and 
in a way, that leaves no doubt of what communism really 
is, not in theory but in action. 

So if we wish to know what communism really is and 
what it does to the lives of the people, individually and 
collectively, how it affects their institutions and way of life, 
all we need to do is to look at Russia. 

One can now see in Russia what really happens where 
communism is in complete control, the starvation and mas- 
sacre of millions of people; millions more confined in con- 
centration camps; the ruthless tearing from their hearths of 
members of families and banishment to distant places, possibly 
to perish from cold and want; the destruction of all labor 
rights, and the institution of conscript labor; the wholesale 
murder of the clergy and destruction of churches. 


In short, communism in Russia reduced a hundred and 
sixty million people to an indescribable state of barbarism. 

At the same time that we note what Russia is and has 
done, it may help us to understand better where we are 
headed for by making a few comparisons. 

The Bolsheviks in Russia confiscated all the people’s gold 
and silver money and forced them to use print currency. 

Our Government also confiscated all our gold money and 
forced us to use print currency. 

Communism in Russia nationalized all the banks. 

Our Government also is now well on its way to complete 
ownership and control of all banks. 

The Communist government in Russia fixes by decree all 
prices and wages. 

Government price fixing also is developing rapidly in this 
country and threatens now to include wages. 

In Russia all homes are owned by the Government. 

The United States Housing Authority now has a plan 
under way which, if continued, also will lead to complete 
Government ownership of all homes. 

Communism in Russia operates through a gigantic bureau- 
cracy. Is it not true our Government has developed also into 
a gigantic and all-powerful bureaucracy? 

Thus it is seen that the foundation has already been well 
laid in the United States for the full development of com- 
munism. 

A dangerous fallacy prevails among our people that com- 
munism establishes itself by the violent overthrow of govern- 
ment. This was largely true of Russia, but in our country 
the principal means by which communism has entrenched 
itself is by deception, by concealing its true aims, Govern- 
ment control and regulation, under the cloak of the public 
good. 

We see in the 49-cent wheat penalty a perfect example of 
how this deception operates. Certain farmers are penalized, 
not for what they might plant in the future, but for wheat 
which they had planted a year ago and were already 
harvesting. 

By a long series of deceptive pieces of legislation and false 
propaganda the farmers, and a good part of Congress, have 
been blinded to the real purpose of the political planners of 
the triple A farm program. 

Always they claimed this program would be voluntary— 
never compulsory. Now, when they have succeeded in getting 
sufficient power, they come out into the open and reveal it 
to us that their real aim always has been to make the farm 
program compulsory for all farmers. 

By the most cunning and sinister scheming they succeeded 
in setting up what, in my opinion, history will designate as 
one of the worst injustices and frauds that ever was per- 
petrated upon any people, namely, the so-called wheat- 
marketing-quota referendum. This scheme was so devised by 
the political planners as to make certain its passage; in fact, 
they could almost count the votes before they were cast. 
Less than 1 in 6 farmers in the United States were permitted 
to vote. Only 7 per cent of the farmers of the United States 
voted for the so-called quotas. 

The laws that set the referendum up were so cunningly 
framed that if the marketing quota carried the farmers who 
had signed up with the triple A would receive high Govern- 
ment loans on their wheat, but if the referendum failed they 
would receive no Government loans on their wheat. 

Here was a strong inducement to the few farmers who 
were allowed to vote to cast their ballots for the marketing 
quota. At the same time this set-up acted as a powerful 
threat that they would be punished if they voted the wheat- 
marketing quota down. 
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Thus were the few farmers who voted “yes” in the Communism is a real threat-to America today. Our en- 
referendum completely deceived and tricked into voting the trance into the war would greatly increase that danger. 
49-cent penalty onto their own neighbors and friends and America now has no business trying to straighten out the 


tnaking compulsory for all farmers the triple A farm pro- world. We have all we can possibly do to prevent our own 
self-destruction. 

As true Americans our first duty is to preserve our own 
country, our freedom, our Constitution, and our form of 


se Ree SUN ee ceili te Mk an | een Let us defend America not only from aggressors 
ee =: . »» “* from without but from those forces within our borders that 


stated, only when we realize how far this subversive cult insidiously seek her destruction. In defending communism in 
has already insinuated itself into our whole scheme of life Russia we are defending communism in the United States. 
that we can appreciate the danger of tying ourselves up in No man can serve two masters. We cannot serve both 
a war with Communist Russia. liberty and communism. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 


gram. If this penalty is allowed to stand it will strongly 
tend toward totalitarian regimentation of all farmers. 
Nearly every segment of our economy is now infested with 


Assistance to the Soviet Union 


THE FUTURE ALLOCATION OF OUR JOINT RESOURCES 


Joint Message from the President of the United States and the Prime Minister of Great Britain to the President of the 
Soviet of People’s Commissars of the U.S.S.R., August 15, 1941 
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FE have taken the opportunity afforded by the con- The needs and demands of your and our armed services 
sideration of the report of Mr. Harry Hopkins on can only be determined in the light of the full knowledge of 
his return from Moscow to consult together as to the many factors which must be taken into consideration in 

how best our two countries can help your country in the the decisions that we make. In order that all of us may be 

attack. We are at the moment cooperating to provide you ment of our joint resources, we suggest that we prepare for 
with the very maximum of supplies that you most urgently a meeting to be held at Moscow, to which we would send 
need. Already many shiploads have left our shores and more high representatives who could eae these matters directly 
will leave in the immediate future , ; with you. If this conference appeals to you, we want you 
We must now turn our minds to the consideration of a : . fe . 

7 to know that pending the decisions of that conference we 
more long term policy, since there is still a long and hard il ioscan: tn “sda tees ak eae ot, stein on 
path to be traversed before there can be won that complete wn ‘ble , PP ; tte 

ssible. 


victory without which our efforts and sacrifices would be ‘ ’ 
; We realize fully how vitally important to the defeat of 


wasted. ee ee ; k 
The war goes on upon many fronts and before it is over Hitlerism is the brave and steadfast resistance of the Soviet 

there may be further fighting fronts that will be developed. Union and we feel therefore that we must not in any Cir- 

Our resources though immense are limited, and it must be- cumstances fail to act quickly and immediately in this matter 


come a question as to where and when those resources can ON planning the program for the future allocation of our 


best be used to further to the greatest extent our common Joint resources. 
effort. This applies equally to manufactured war supplies FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
and to raw materials. Winston S. CHURCHILL 















A Program for Peace 


BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE 
By JOHN CUDAHY, Former U. 8. Ambassador to Belgium 
Delivered over radio August 10, 1941 


oo 


NE of the bravest, most manly men I ever knew 24 years ago was an error—the American people decided 
was killed twenty-two years ago fighting for his when it was too late. 
country 350 miles from Archangel four months “How bitterly we paid for that rash folly. In killed and 
after the Armistice. His name was William Bowman, a wounded the toll was 360,000 and the cumulative debt to 
farmer from Penn Laird, Virginia. Not even former Sec- be borne by generations of American taxpayers mounted in 
retary of War, Newton Baker, could find a reason for this excess of forty-four billion dollars. For all this, we achieved 
strange war with Russia. He wrote me once that the cam- a peace which sowed the malignant germs of another war 
paign would never have been attempted if our government and brought down upon our heads the scorn and contempt 
had possessed information which came after the North Rus- of every great power in Europe. And yet today millions 
sian expeditionary forces had been sent on their way. of men and women in this country, men and women of 
“Like many wars, it was a blunder in conception and an _ sincerity, honesty, and purest patriotic purpose believe that 
error in execution; an error, as our entry in the Great War the destinies of America and Britain are inextricably bound 
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together, and we must fight, for if England falls, America 
too will go down. Others of equal good faith are shocked 
by the spectacle of what they consider servility to British 
statesmanship. Never in this generation has there been such 
confusion and such bewilderment. Never before since a 
great civil war rent the country have the American people 
been so divided in their hearts and counsels. 


Duty To SPEAK 


“So the controversy goes on, at times mounting to hysteri- 
cal intensity, and it is far easier to stay on the sidelines, but 
there are times when to remain silent when one should speak 
is to act the coward. There are times when duty transcends 
all personal considerations, and this is one of them. 

“T speak to you tonight of things I have seen with my own 
eyes during eight years, and felt with my own flesh. Dur- 
ing those eight years I traveled from one end of Europe to 
the other. I talked to the people and conferred with the 
leading statesmen. I was the first to report the first gun of 
this war, the sinking of the Athenia off the north coast of 
Ireland. I was in Belgium when the fury of the blitzkrieg 
struck down that defenseless little land of peace. I visited 
war blackened England and Italy. I was in Russia. I saw 
the awful spectacle of the war famine lands. And now I 
have just come back from Germany with gratitude in my 
heart, and a reverent prayer on my lips that my own coun- 
try may be spared the horror and agony I have witnessed 
on every side. 

“Only a few weeks ago I talked to Adolf Hitler at Berch- 
tesgaden—a small pale man of frail physique, almost insig- 
nificant in bearing. And yet in his unimpressive person there 
is embodied more force and potentiality of power than any 
other human being who has ever stepped upon the stage of 
history. 

“In Belgium I witnessed his bombers blasting Brussels 
before the German Foreign Office made any pretense of 
justifying this brutal, ruthless action. Never has there been 
a more heartless imperialism since man emerged from the 
slime of barbarism, and civilization became a word in human 
annals. 

“All this record the American people had before them 
when they went to the polls last fall to choose a President, 
and despite the overwhelming sympathy with England, des- 
pite our profound grief for fallen France, the considered 
judgment of the American people was against participation 
in this war. Both candidates for the presidency were against 
intervention. Mr. Willkie attacked the President on the 
grounds that his conduct of foreign affairs might lead us 
into war. I was one of those who advocated the election of 
President Roosevelt and I feel a duty to speak again to the 
many Americans I spoke to then. I was convinced then, as 
I am convinced now, that President Roosevelt can and 
will keep this country out of war. I told in my addresses 
how he had worked throughout all his public career in the 
interests of peace. I told how he was familiar with the im- 
portant capitals of Europe, how under his administration 
had been enacted for the first time a neutrality act to safe- 
guard the security of our people and keep us out of war. 

“He promised to keep us out of war. Time after time 
he gave that promise, and at the end of the campaign, on 
the eve of election, on the 30th of October, at a great public 
githering in Boston, he used these words: ‘While I am talk- 
ing to you, fathers and mothers, I give you one more as- 
surance. I have said this before, but I say it again, and again, 
and again. Your boys are not going to be sent into any 
foreign wars.’ 
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ProMISE Nor FoRGOTTEN 

“The fathers ard mothers of America believed those 
words of President Roosevelt. They trusted him. Upon 
this assurance of peace, they elected him. I am certain 
President Roosevelt will never forget that promise. I believe 
he intends to keep that promise. I believe he can and will 
keep that promise if you, the people, will keep your heads; 
if you will stand by him against the war party, if you will 
but counsel and sustain him in the cause of peace. That 
promise, reiterated and deliberately uttered, was not just a 
sit of campaign oratory, but it was an open covenant, openly 
arrived at. If such a solemn pledge, such a sacred under- 
teking, can be violated or ignored, Democracy is a joke, 
elections 2re a joke, and never again are the American people 
going to believe that candidates’ promises are anything but a 
joke and a bit of campaign oratory. 

“They say that conditions have changed since the election 
and what was promised then is not binding now. What has 
changed? Poland, Norway, the Low Countries, France 
and the Maginot Line, all had fallen when we chose our 
President last fall; the British had been smashed in Flanders; 
Germany had moved in on the Atlantic seaboard and _ be- 
came our neighbor, and England was fighting for her life 
with a heroism which will forever be the inspiration of 
free men. 

“On this issue of war and peace the country was as united 
last Fall as it is disunited today. If you had gone from coast 
to coast as I did during that campaign, you would have 
seen in nearly every city and town and village of the country, 
great billboards placarded with promises. Elect me, office 
seekers said to the fathers and mothers of America, and your 
boys will never be sent to fight or be killed on any foreign 
battlefield. What has become of those promises? Where 
are the men who made those promises? Was this, too, all 
just another bit of campaign oratory? When we have 
another election the people will want to know about those 
promises to keep us out of this war of Europe, and the men 
who made them—when we have another election! 


BACKGROUND OF THE WAR 


“Tell me, what are the principles and what is the issue of 
ideology in this conflict of Europe? Some thought the war 
was a clash between the three totalitarian states—Ger- 
many, Italy and Japan, and the Communism of Russia. 
Then Germany formed a cooperative treaty with Russia, 
and Poland was again partitioned between these two con- 
spirators with more uncouth brutal hands than those of 
Catherine and Frederick the Great. Two years later, Ger- 
mans and Russians, locked in mortal combat, are drenching 
red the Ukrainian plains and the marshes of the Pripet, and 
now Polish soldiers are fighting on the side of their country’s 
despoiler. 

“Where are the ideals or ideology in this war? With the 
France of Rousseau and Thomas Paine, the France of 
liberty, equality, and fraternity, we have common liberal 
aspirations which can never die. My generation fought for 
France, and thousands of American soldiers lie buried in 
French cemeteries. We think of them when we read of 
sanguinary battles in Syria between British and French 
forces. 

“Where is ideology? A little more than two years ago our 
sympathy and support went out to heroic little Finland. 
Now we have espoused the Red despotism of Russia against 
the same Finns. We have become an ally of Russia and 
are supporting the Communist government, and on July 30, 
the confidential adviser of the President, Mr. Harry Hop- 
kins, is reported to have conferred confidentially with Dic- 
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tator Stalin. —Two weeks before that meeting, twenty-nine 
men and women, including five national leaders of the 
‘Trotskyist faction of the Communists in this country, were 
indicted on July 15 by a Federal Grand Jury in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on charges of fomenting a seditious plot to over- 
throw the government of the United States by revolution. 

“None of this makes any sense. It is all like the madness 
of an insane asylum. So it is. And so the clashing nation- 
alistic interests of Europe have always been. 


THE SAME DECEPTION 


“Some say we have a moral duty to declare war, if we 
do nothing else but make the declaration. And there are 
interventionists who maintain that intervention does not 
mean a costly, bloody struggle, only the sending of the fleet 
to convoy supplies to England with minor naval engage- 
ments far off our own shores; a comfortable, easy-going war 
with business as usual; a limited war which would disturb 
no one—too much. Americans, Americans, do not be de- 
ceived, Americans! There is no such thing as a limited 
war. If you go back and examine the Congressional debates 
before we entered the war in 1917, you will read the same 
sophistry, the same deception. It was said then that there 
would be no American Expeditionary forces in Europe, and 
yet a few months later two million men crossed the seas 
to fight in France. 

“We entered that war after four years, four long exhaust- 
ing years, during which there was no decisive turn of battle. 
We came in when the Germans were war-weary and well- 
nigh spent, and yet it took two million of our best men to 
beat them, of which 360,000 were killed or maimed and 
wounded. If it took two million American soldiers then, 
with France and England standing shoulder to shoulder on 
the continent, how many will it take now with Germany 
in possession of that same continent, France gone, and 
England standing at bay on her island fortress home. ‘There 
is no such thing as limited war. You fathers and mothers 
who are listening to me, don’t fool yourselves. There is 
only limitless war. If we enter this war, we commit the 
prestige of our nation and we must go on and on with no 
halt, no balk, until complete victory is won by American 
arms. 

“Winston Churchill said: ‘Give us the tools and we 
will finish the job.’ But on July 5, as reported by the New 
York Times through Harold Denny, a correspondent of 
highest reliability, who believes in reporting facts and not 
interpreting them, this question was put to General Sir 
Archibald Wavell, Commander-in-Chief of the British forces 
in the Middle East: ‘Do you hold with the views that only 
‘tools’ are necessary to win the war?’—to which the 
General is reported to have replied: ‘No, undoubtedly we 
shall need manpower if the war continues long enough, and 
I have no doubt it will. We shall have to have airplanes, 
tanks, munitions, transports, and finally, men.’ Question: 
‘When Answer: ‘The sooner the better. I suppose you 
will be able to equip any number of men for anywhere in 
the world.’ 


“Any NuMBER OF MEN 


“Any number of men for anyhere in the world. Do not 
forget those words, Americans. You may have tragic oc- 
casion to remember them. Any number of men for any- 
where in the world. For what? To seize the Azores, or 
Cape Verdes, or the Canary Islands; to fight in India or the 
fever-ridden coasts of Africa, as some openly advocate? For 
what? 

“General Sir Claude Auchinleck, who succeeded General 


Wavell, was asked in Cairo on July 7, by the same corre- 
spondent: ‘Do you think American manpower will be needed 
before this war is won?’ And he is reported to have replied: 
‘We certainly are going to need American manpower, just 
as we did in the last war.’ There you have the truth. These 
are not politicians speaking, they are plain, blunt honest 
soldiers. ‘They know it will take an American expeditionary 
force of at least eight million men to attempt an invasion 
of the European continent. And what will the casualties 
be? If we are to enter this war, let us face the facts, let us 
be honest about it and meet the desperate sacrifice with open 
eyes and with courage and resolution, with a realization that 
two million men will be lost, and that the shadow of that 
sacrifice will fall upon every home in this land. There is 
no such thing as a limited war. 

“Defeatists say we are already in the war, it is too late, 
nothing can be done now. It is not too late. Only Congress 
has the power to declare war under the Constitution, and 
Congress has not yet made that declaration. If this is a gov- 
ernment of the people, the people are the power of the Con- 
gress. Let the people decide whether or not this war of 
Europe shall become our war. You have not only the right, 
you have the duty to speak in this crisis. Telegraph or write 
your Congressman and let your Senators hear from you be- 
fore it is too late. Make democracy work before it is too 
late. 


One Last Errort For PEACE 


“Just stop and think of it, ladies and gentlemen, this 
country is the only great power at peace today, and there- 
fore the only power which can still speak in this crisis with a 
voice of sanity. Like a colossus we stand astride the two 
oceans, favored by geographical position, with commanding 
moral prestige, the greatest wealth in the world, and an 
industrial strength nine times that of any other nation. Why 
not, in one last supreme effort, use this great strength and 
prestige in the cause of peace? 

“They ask us, the war party, to go out blindly into the 
night of a war whereof no one knows the end. What would 
be our war aims? What are the war aims of Hitler and 
Churchill, these two men who in a desperate duel gamble 
the destinies of the world? Let us insist that Hitler and 
Churchill define the objectives of this war of Europe in 
which we are asked to commit the lives and fortunes of one 
hundred thirty million Americans. For two hundred fifty 
years nation has been pitted against nation on the continent 
in a perilous balance of power, and in every generation this 
doctrine has led to war after war in heartbreaking succession 
until every hill in Europe has become a Calvary and every 
valley a Gethsemane. Let us proclaim our own balance of 
power, a balance of power for peace and justice between 
nations. Let the President raise his voice as an arbiter in 
the name of peace and democracy, and neither Hitler nor 
Churchill will dare to ignore his petition. Let the President 
speak beyond Hitler to the German people and insist, yes, 
insist, and insist again, that there be a definition of a day 
beyond the war. The German people are weary of this 
war. They feel no elation, no joy in victory. I was in Ger- 
many after the conquest of the Low Countries, when France 
fell, and when their armies over-ran Greece, and never 
did the German people give evidence of the slightest enthus- 
iasm. They, too, yearn for peace. Yet they dread a peace 
of vengeance like the Treaty of Versailles, and faced with 
the prospect of such a peace, they will starve rather than 
surrender. Only this country can capitalize that yearning 
for peace and give the German people assurance of a just 
peace. 








Queen Elizabeth 


693 





AN AMERICAN PROGRAM OF PEACE 


“Let the President, with the approval of Congress, pro- 
pose an American program of peace, a peace with a new 
world order based on an association of nations, the inaugu- 
ration of a sovereign international government with power 
to enforce its decrees for the solution of this and all the end- 
less wars in Europe. Back of this new world government, 
let us place the sanction of all the moral prestige and force 
of America. 

“You tell me that the word of Hitler is worthless and 
that such an effort would be futile and of no avail. But 
we will speak a language to enforce this peace, a language 
Hitler can understand, the language of force. We are forg- 
ing in the foundries and factories of this country a vast 
armament. We have the greatest navy in the world, soon 
we will have the greatest air armada. Let us mobilize in 
the interests of peace. In the self-interest of America let 
us give sanction to our word. It is a duty dictated by com- 


mon sense and the tragice experience of this war, and the 
other world war. Only in self-deception and wishful think- 
ing can we believe that we can live in America on a fancied 
Atlantis isolated from the revolutionary movement which is 
sweeping the world. We must play our part. We must 
accept our responsibility with the knowledge that the duty 
we assume is the only hope for peace, permanent peace. 

“This is not a program of war, it is a program of peace. 
But there is no time to lose. Soon it will be too late. With 
hurrying pace the tragedy of Europe moves to a climax and 
before another winter Germany will try with supreme effort 
for the knockout blow. Whether the Russian campaign ends 
in a stalemate or German victory, the time will soon come 
for a sober stock-taking. If we let this opportunity for 
peace go by, it will never come again. If we enter the war 
without making this effort, the American people will be 
more confused and disunited than they are today. 

“Which way are you going, Americans? Stop! Think! 
Act !—before it is too late.” 


To the Women of America! 


OUR CAUSE TO FIGHT IS NO LESS YOURS 


By QUEEN ELIZABETH of Great Britain 
Broadcast over the N. B. C. system, August 10, 1941 


T is just over two years since I spoke to the American 
people and my purpose then was to thank constant 
friends for much kindness. 

It is to those same friends, and of even greater kindness, 

that I want to speak today. 

We, like yourselves, love peace and we have not devoted 
the years behind us to the planning of death and destruction. 
As yet, fearless as is the valor of our people, we have not 
matched our enemies, and it is only now that we are begin- 
ning to marshal around us in their full strength the devo- 
tion and the resources of our great British family of nations, 
which in the end, please God, assuredly will prevail. 

Through these waiting months a heavy burden is being 
borne by our people. As I go among them I marvel at their 
unshakable constancy. In many cities their homes lie in ruins, 
as do many of those ancient buildings which you know and 
love hardly less than we do ourselves. 

Women and children have been killed and even the 
sufferers in hospitals have not been spared. Yet hardship 
has only steeled our hearts and strengthened our resolution. 
Wherever I go I see bright eyes and smiling faces. For 
though our road is stony and hard it is straight, and we 
know that we fight in a great cause. 


“INsTANT HELP” From U. S. 


It is not our way in dark days to turn for support to 
others, but even if we had been minded so to do your in- 
stant help would have forestalled us. The warmth and 
sympathy of American generosity have touched beyond 
measure the hearts of all of us living and fighting in these 
islands. We can and shall never forget that in the hour of 
our great need you came through with clothes for the home- 
less, food for the hungry, comfort for those who were sorely 
afflicted; canteens, ambulances and medical supplies have 
come in an unceasing flow from the United States. 

I find it hard to tell you of our gratitude in adequate 
terms. So I ask you to believe that it is deep and sincere 
beyond expression. Unless you have seen, as I have seen, 


just how your gifts have been put to use, you cannot know, 
perhaps, the solace which was brought to the men and women 
of Britain who are suffering and toiling in the cause of 
freedom. 

Here in Britain our women are working in factory and 
field, turning the lathes and gathering the harvest, for we 
must have food as well as munitions. Their courage is 
magnificent, their endurance amazing. I have seen them in 
many different activities. They are serving in the thousands 
with the navy, army and air force—driving heavy lorries, 
cooking, catering, helping and every one of them working 
cheerfully and bravely under all conditions. 

Others are on the land, our precious soil, driving the plow 
and making a grand job of it. Others are air raid wardens 
or ambulance drivers—thousands of undaunted women who 
quietly and calmly face the terrors of the night bombings, 
bringing strength and courage to the people they protect and 
help. I must give a special word to the nurses, those wonder- 
ful women whose devotion, whose heroism, will never be 
forgotten. In the black horror of a bombed hospital they 
never falter and, though often wounded, think only of their 
patients and never of themselves, and I need not remind 
you, who set as much store by your handiwork as we do, 
how great are the difficulties which our housewives have to 
face nowadays and how bravely they are meeting them. 


WoMeEN SERVE IN MAny ROLEs 


I could continue to list indefinitely, so many roles in the 
service, which our women in Britain are giving, but I want 
to tell you, whatever the nature of their daily or nightly 
task, they are cheered by the evidence of your thoughts of 
them. We must depict to you, knitting on your porches, 
serving in your committee rooms, and helping in a hundred 
ways to bring relief to our civilian garrison here, so I speak 
for us all in Britain in thanking all of you in America. | 
feel I would like to say a special message of thanks to Ameri- 
can women. It gives us strength to know that you have not 
been content to pass us by on the other side. To us, in the 








694 


Vital Speeches of the Day 





time of our tribulation, you have surely shown that com- 
passion which has been for two thousand years the mark of 
the good neighbor. 

Believe me, and | am speaking for millions of us who know 
the bitter but also proud horror of war, we are grateful. We 
shall not forget your sacrifice. The sympathy which inspires 
it springs not only from our common speech and the tradi- 

i which we share with you, but even more from our 
common ideals. “To you tyranny is as hateful as it is to us. 


tions 


The things for which we will fight to the death are no less 
sacred, and to my mind, at any rate, your generosity is born 
of your conviction that we fight to save a cause that is yours 
no less than ours; of your high resolve, however great the 
cost and however long the struggle, liberty and freedom, 
human dignity and kindness shall not perish from the earth. 
I look to the day when we shall go forward, hand in hand, 
to build a better, a kinder, a happier world for our children. 


May God bless you all. 


The Axis Time Bomb in the Americas! 


WHEN THE HURRICANE STRIKES 


By CORNELIUS V. WHITNEY, Chairman of the Board, Pan American Airways 
Broadcast over Columbia Broadcasting System, July 15, 1941 


PWN ONIGHT, at the invitation of the Inter-American 
Arbitration Commission, I am going to describe the 
menacing role being played by German and Italian 

commercial airlines in the destiny of the Americas. For more 

than a decade German pilots, airline operators and diplo- 
mats in Latin America played a shrewd hand in the struggle 
for commercial air power in our neighboring republics. More 
recently, Italy moved strongly into the field in partnership 
with Berlin. Gradually, Axis influence grew stronger and 
stronger in the Americas through the medium of these air- 
lines. In spite of the strain of the war in Europe these air- 
craft companies continue to exist in South America, carrying 
goods and propaganda against democracy to the farthest 
back-jungle towns and villages. Thus, these commercial 
airlines have become a “time bomb” laid against our democ- 
racies, prepared to act instantly as a military instrument of 

Berlin or Rome. 

When I talk of the airline situation in the Americas, in 
threatening terms, most of the uninitiated seem surprised at 
the extent of Axis aerial penetration in many South Ameri- 
can nations. A great many people want to know whether 
the South Americans themselves are doing anything about 
it. Are we doing anything about it? 

Is the situation today any better or worse than it was 
six months ago? I believe I can shed some light on this 
matter. 

Let us look first on the struggle for Latin America’s aerial 
tradeways since it began. 

In 1928, when Pan American Airways started its great 
push southward, we found European airlines already well 
established. 

Colombia had a network of lines controlled by an enter- 
prising German, Dr. Peter Van Bauer. This South Ameri- 
can republic was the scene of the beginning of German 
dominated airline operation on the Western Hemisphere. 
In 1920, a group of former World War German pilots 
founded a line called Scadta. For many years Scadta’s flyers 
often followed routes which ran within a few hundred miles 
distance of the Panama Canal. 

Venezuela had a Dutch line and French interests had ob- 
tained airlines concessions by 1928. 

» The Guianas had Dutch and French air connections. 

Brazil had German, Italian and French airlines, as had 
Argentina and Chile. 

Ecuador and Peru had local German air companies. 

The United States had none. It took ten years for us to 
parallel all these far-flung Europe-controlled systems. We 
did it against great odds and when the job was done we 


had more modern planes and greater efficiency than any of 
the others. 

At this point it is important to remember that all the 
European air undertakings in South America were of a 
National character. When the German nation came under 
the control of Adolf Hitler, the Nazis tightened their con- 
trol over all German operations in the Americas. These 
operations were financed and politically directed by their 
home governments for reasons of national prestige, propa- 
ganda and advantage. And they did their job swell. 

In the late 30’s the Germans and the French—and later 
the [talians—extended their vast systems in the Americas to 
Europe by hopping across the South Atlantic from Brazil. 
When the present war in Europe started, the Axis powers 
were well entrenched on this hemisphere. There were many 
people then who thought the strain of the conflict abroad 
would automatically force the Germans and Italians to cur- 
tail their operations in South America. Then came the sur- 
prise. The Axis nations did not retrench. Instead their lines 
continued to move forward deliberately and aggressively. 
This was the picture despite the great domestic demand for 
war planes, and despite the fact that trade between South 
America and Germany came to a virtual standstill. 

Over the trans-Atlantic route which the French were 
forced to abandon, Italy set up a new airline which links 
Rome and Berlin with the great capitals of Eastern South 
America. On the Southern continent itself lines owned or 
dominated by Germans or Italians opposed American air 
services along nearly 22,000 miles of strategic routes. 

Until six months ago nine airlines were owned or in- 
fluenced by Axis groups in South America. The most potent 
of these was the German Condor Syndicate which has lines 
extending down the East Coast from Northern Brazil, via 
Buenos Aires to Santiago, and smaller branches reaching 
far inland to link main lines with feeder lines. 

Thus it finally dawned fully upon people in this hemi- 
sphere that there must be some very vital purpose behind the 
maintenance of these Axis airlines. We now believe we have 
proof that there is. We know, for instance, that these air- 
lines have been used as Axis observers for shipping enroute 
to Europe. We know that their pilots and navigators have 
detailed maps of strategic areas in the Americas. Airports 
have been built by the Germans and Italians in remote 
places—places within striking distance of points vital to 
Western Hemisphere defense. We know that airplanes and 
equipment have been transported into these remote and hid- 
den airports for use some day in connection with an un- 
disclosed purpose. 
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Propaganda and business methods hostile to democratic 
institutions are carried on by the personnel of these so-called 
commercial airlines. It is because of these known facts that 
I have called the Axis air operations below the equator 
“time bombs” laid against all of us in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Now then—what is being done about this menacing situa- 
tion? Well, first, South America herself is alive to it. 
Colombia recently took the problem in hand. She created 
a new national network of airlines to take the place of the 
German-operated Scadta lines. She discharged all German 
employees. She then formed a new company in which the 
Colombian government took a share, Colombian business- 
men another and Pan American Airways still another. Now 
Colombia has a national airline in which every one of her 
citizens, may take pride, for we are daily training her 
nationals to take over all phases of operations. 

Steps to the same end are being taken by the South 
American republics of Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. 

These are developments of particular significance since 
they will eventually sever German and Italian air contacts 
with the rich countries of South America’s Northwest. Per- 
haps even more significant from the hemisphere defense point 
of view is the fact that these actions are holding Axis planes 
at a long arm’s length from the regions around the Panama 
Canal and the Caribbean. 

Brazil and Argentina still remain as the scene of import- 
ant German-Italian air operations. But recently Brazil 
granted extensive operating rights to her own national air- 
line, Panair do Brazil. As this company expands, the Ger- 
mans in Brazil will be relegated to insignificance alongside 
the new airline system, which is to be equipped in the most 


modern manner under the guiding hand of United States 
citizens. 

And so we see that conditions in South America have 
radically changed in the past six months. It is my belief 
that these anti-axis moves are only just beginning to gather 
momentum, as our friends to the south realize that the Axis 
constitutes a danger to their sovereignties, and the United 
States a protection. 

The Axis powers were ahead of the democracies in the 
early aerial development of Latin America. But now time 
and the Atlantic blockade are on democracy’s side and the 
speed with which we act in cooperation with our neighboring 
republics while the war is still raging, may mean the dif- 
ference between a bloody fight on this hemisphere or a de- 
fense so strong that no power would dare attack us on home 
soil. So long as there is a single German or Italian airline 
in the Americas, we face a threat to our security that is little 
less dangerous than the German air raiders over London. 

In closing, may I refer to the good work being done by 
the Inter-American Arbitration Commission in its endeavor 
to facilitate the flow of trade between the Americas, by 
settling amicably business disputes, and by attempting to 
standardize business methods employed in foreign trade. 
This is one of the many enterprises having aims similar to 
those of the Coordinator of Commercial and Cultural Re- 
lations between the American Republics who is building the 
good neighbor policy on so many fronts. The sum of all 
these varied activities will soon be felt. It took many blocks 
of different sizes and shapes to build Rome. Arbitration is 
one block, commercial airlines another, arts, sciences, reli- 
gion and armed forces are others. It takes all these to- 
gether to build a house that stands when the hurricane 
strikes. 


Milestones 


WE ARE IMMATURE, BUT WE ARE ON OUR WAY 


By RAY LYMAN WILBUR, President of Stanford University 
Commencement Address, Stanford University, June 15, 1941 


N the 80’s, as a boy in Dakota, I used to take special 

delight in driving out over the prairies along the roads 

that were outlined by new homesteads that marked each 
mile by small monuments. We had a spanking team of coal- 
black horses. I used to watch each milestone go by with 
keenest satisfaction, because I would get a chance to ride 
that mile again on my way back. 

That kind of milestone is about the only kind that we 
ever get a chance to cover again. There is no back-tracking 
on the path which you graduates of this year are taking. 
You will pass many milestones, and you will never pass 
them a second time. 

Stanford University has reached its fiftieth milestone. 
There is no back-tracking for it. All of us must have our 
eyes forward, conscious of the past but responsive to the 
future. 

Each year of Stanford has been one of progress, for in 
each year plans for the future of our students, our faculty 
and our University have been paramount. Growth in intel- 
lectual strength has been our main business. There have 
been struggles, disappointments, failures, but these have 
acted as stimuli, for our goals were always ahead of us, our 
initiative was free, and our aims high and worthy. Free- 
dom for each student to use his mind without hampering 


dogmas or preconceptions has given us all a sense of op- 
portunity and has resulted in a high percentage of capable 
and useful graduates. 

All of us are conscious of those commonsense controls 
that are the heritage of our human and national experience ; 
but even these we have been willing to analvze and value. 

More and more we are realizing that we are living units 
belonging to groups that have certain qualities and charac- 
teristics that may manifest themselves in ways that are 
damaging as well as favorable. Beyond everything else, 
man’s struggle to effect group or social organization has 
been his supreme task. Religious, governmental, military, 
social and intellectual leaders have appeared over and over 
again with ideas, theories, ideals. In spite of the agonies of 
war, torture, and oppression we have had an advancing 
civilization. Our evolution has been upward. We have an 
astounding store of knowledge, and almost divine control of 
parts of those natural laws unfolded to us by research. Of 
course our use of our powers is immature, our errors are 
many; but our ideals for perfection make us reach out for 
a brighter and safer future. 

We must not expect too much of ourselves in this world 
of living things, of which we are a part. We talk of con- 
servation, scarcely realizing that much of what we seek to 








696 


Vital Speeches of the Day 





conserve, or use wisely, came from the waste of innumer- 
able lives of plants and animals which have preceded us. 
Think what myriads of plants and animals died leaving 
their residues that have given us our supplies of coal and 
oil. Old Dame Nature is in no such fret as we are to achieve 
excellence or perfection. What a magnificent being man is, 
and how much he can do to make his own future! 

In responding to that future, with which all of us must 
grapple unless we expect to be tossed about by the turbulent 
winds that are blowing through all civilization, it is helpful 
to look back over the course our country has traveled and 
to analyze the reason for its vast and unprecedented success. 
We must each pass the milestones ahead of us as part of a 
group making up our nation. Too often many of us see 
more of our inadequacies than of our achievements. We 
are inclined to picture an ideal state impossible to such 
human beings as we know, and to complain about our failure 
to meet this ideal. In our democracy there is ever the power 
to change conditions and to devise a better social order. 
Based on facts and careful studies we can move forward, 
realizing the centuries it has taken us to go from the family 
and tribe to the town, city and nation. We are in a day 
when harsh realities compel us to recognize that there is a 
common future for all mankind. The world has become 
too small to be comfortable unless we learn how to handle 
its affairs and to live in reasoned peace with our neighbors. 

Our biological background cannot be escaped. Each of us 
is the only one of the kind. The individual cell is the one 
indispensable factor in making up our bodies. Organiza- 
tion of these cells is secondary. The human being in society 
is often presented as analogous to a cell in the human body. 
But as Julian Huxley has said: “In terms of biologically 
higher or lower, there is a radical difference between cells 
ind human beings. Both are biological individuals which 
form part of more complex individualities. Cells are first- 
order individuals, bodies second-order ones, and human so- 
cieties, like hydroid colonies or bee-hives, third-order ones. 
But whereas the individuality of the body of higher animal, 
cuttlefish, insect or vertebrate is far more developed than 
that of its constituent cells, that of a human society is far 
less so than that of its individual units. This fact, while it 
makes the analogy between cell and human individual almost 
worthless, is of great value itself as a biological analogy, 
since it immediately exposes the fallacy of all social theories, 
like those of Fascism and National Socialism, which exalt 
the State above the individual.” 

At the moment we are back again to one of those past 
stages in the history of man on earth where there is the 
drive to diefy the State. At its best, though, the State is 
merely our social organization for handling affairs arising 
from the fact that we are very numerous and are a special 
kind of herd animal. We have an unfortunate tendency to 


exercise brute force, to extend any power given an individual 
by heredity or enterprise or such power given to any created 
social unit. It is this that has made the operation of our 
Republic difficult. Just as monopoly in private business de- 
veloping exclusive power has led to the call for the govern- 
ment to interfere and control, so will the drive for the 
closed shop in labor, if it succeeds, compel the higher organ- 
ization of government to step in and assume control. To be 
safe and to preserve democracy we must leave large margins 
for freedom of action. Democracy must be open at both 
ends. Monopoly and the closed shop are milestones on the 
way to fascism, nazism, communism and other tyrannies 
that come to our civilizations because of the tendencey of men 
of power to seek exclusive control. 

This nasty business of war has in it elements of sacrifice, 
group service, idealism. It may be necessary in defense, but 
it is a deplorable throw-back to the primitive for living 
beings that have given us the Holy Bible, erected the Taj 
Mahal, written the great symphonies, and discovered the 
chemical elements. But no matter how bad our present con- 
duct, no thoughtful person need worry too much about the 
future of such a race. In dealing with students I have often 
said that I am willing to forgive almost any conduct up to 
the age of twenty-one. The layers of gravel that have been 
piled up beneath this Frost Amphitheatre in the ages behind 
us, should give us a sense of proportion in measuring off 
the comparatively few milestones our spread of ancestors 
have passed. We are immature, but we are on our way. 

As I look back on a lifetime in which | have striven to 
understand man and his history my impression is that our 
nation, under a constitution and a representative form of 
democratic government, has shown the way to more human 
happiness, comfort and inner satisfaction for 130,000,000 
people than the world has ever known. Change it will and 
must, for change is a part of growth. Changes can be 
guided by experience, reason, thought and fair play, and not 
by coercive power, intrigue, exaggeration of defects, uncon- 
trolled emotions, and political claptrap used to gain a ma- 
jority of votes, if an educated people takes responsibility for 
its government, beginning with the local units and ending 
with our nation as a member of the world community. 

Those of us who are here today are fortunate. One of 
our happiest functions is to have loyalties, to homes, to 
mothers, fathers, children, to institutions of high purpose, to 
our United States, and to ideals, purposes, and causes. 

In Stanford University we have something of such use- 
fulness and high quality that no matter how strong our sense 
of individuality may be we can display for it that desire in 
all of us for service or self-sacrifice and for being part of 
something that calls for intellectual activity and reacts to 
what we do for it. 


A Strong Opposition Is Needed 


THE PROPER FUNCTIONS OF A MINORITY PARTY 


By KARL MUNDT, Member of Congress from South Dakota 
Delivered in the House of Representatives, August 1, 1941 


R. SPEAKER, Winston Churchill is undoubtedly 
the greatest orator in the world today. While there 
may be some who question his military genius or his 

diplomatic tact, | think none can successfully challenge the 


statement that he is without peer or equal on the contem- 


porary scene in his ability to convey ideas and convince peo- 
ple by use of the spoken word. 

It is probably at least in part because of his great prowess 
as a debater and orator that Churchill holds so tenaciously 
to the democratic processes of free speech, free criticism, 
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free press, and free assemblage. He relies on his own ability 
to meet all comers, convince all critics. He is a strong ad- 
vocate of the two-party system of government, and a firm 
believer in the important part to be played by a vigorous 
minority party in time of stress. He welcomes criticism. He 
never confuses unity of purpose with unanimity of thought. 


A DETERMINED MINorITY AS IMPORTANT AS A 
DETERMINING MAJorITYy 


I am one who thinks there is a mountain of prophetic 
truth in the song, There Will Always Be an England, and 
one reason I so firmly believe this is that the English have 
learned that a determined minority party is just as important 
in a period of national crisis as a determining majority party. 
In fact, England has seldom emerged from any great war 
with the same leadership with which she entered it. 
Churchill, himself, is today’s Prime Minister of England be- 
cause of the critical opposition which he and his fellows 
laid against the policies of Chamberlain. As the ivy climbs 
the tallest wall by clinging to its roughest spots, self-govern- 
ment in England has a habit of capitalizing on criticism 
and testing its most important decisions in the fierce crucible 
of public debate so that only the soundest can survive. Above 
all, times of national emergency are the worst in which to 
proceed with untested, untried recipes borns of the moment 
and not subjected to careful criticism and examination by the 
opposition party. 

Churchill offered a good pattern for today’s America in 
his speech to the House of Commons on June 10 describing 
the debacle of Crete. His opening paragraph set the tempo 
for a great orator’s great speech. Said Churchill— 

No one, however ministerially minded, could complain of 
the tone and temper and the matter of this debate. The kind 
of criticism we have had today—and some of it was very 
searching—is the kind of criticism the Government not only 
accepts but welcomes. 

It is a tough job to batter down a country that builds 
upon its criticism in such a manner. 


A Lesson AMERICANS SHOULD LEARN FROM BrITAIN 


We Americans, younger in form of self-government by 
many years than the English, can learn something from the 
manner in which the English “muddle” through adversity. 
We must learn the value of criticism in the art of govern- 
ment. We must come to learn from those with whom we 
disagree as well as to lean upon those with whom we are 
in agreement. We must have the courage to criticize as 
well as the candor to concede. We who belong to the op- 
position party in these trying times must recognize our re- 
sponsibilities to test, to examine, to scrutinize, to question, to 
amend, and to criticize decisions and drifts in public policy 
just as the majority party must recognize its responsibility 
to formulate, to promote, to propound, to explain, and to 
project the determinations which it has the power and the 
votes to enact. It is only thus that the strong can help the 
strong and that the functioning of democracy—government 
by discussion, by debate, by concession and by compromise— 
can best succeed. 

This most definitely does not mean the minority or the 
opposition should criticize simply for the sake of being critical 
or that it should ever be perverse simply to be partisan. Such 
behavior is neither good politics nor good patriotism. As an 
opposition party, we Republicans must never be mere ob- 
structionists for the silly exercise of being obstinate. But, 
since criticism does not function freely on an intraparty 
basis, it is essential that the opposition party does not with- 
hold from the majority the benefits which both it and the 


Nation can harvest from a frank and fair and full analysis 
of proposed paths of public policy. To do less, is for the 
opposition party to cease to give good reason to exist; it is 
certainly to cease to give any reason at all for ever chang- 
ing its label to that of the majority party. An opposition 
which dares not to oppose would be a majority which lacked 
the courage to propose and that would be fatal alike to the 
party and the people. 


An EXAMPLE OF WHAT FAILURE WouLD MEAN 


Recent developments in Washington, however, give proof 
more positive than any words that I command of the validity 
of the thesis which I have above defined. On June 2, S. 
1579, prepared by the executive department bill drafters of 
the Capital was introduced. Known as the property-seizure 
bill, the following exact quotations from the bill suggest the 
scope of its significance: 

During any period of national emergency proclaimed by 
the President, the President is authorized, when he deems 
it in the interests of national defense, (a) to requisition and 
take over, either temporarily or permanently, property of any 
kind or character, whether real or personal, tangible or in- 
tangible, or any part thereof, or any right or interest therein 
or with respect thereto, whether by virtue of contract, 
patent, license, or otherwise. 

And furthermore: 

Whenever the President shall requisition and take over 
any property pursuant to the provisions of this act, the person 
or persons having any right, title, or interest therein shall be 
paid as compensation therefore such sum as the President 
shall determine to be fair and just. If any such person or 
persons entitled to receive it are unwilling to accept as full 
and complete compensation for such property the sum de- 
termined by the President, such person or persons shall be 
paid 75 per cent of the sum as determined by the President 
and shall be entitled to sue the United States for such ad- 
ditional sum. 

And finally: 

This act shall be effective notwithstanding the provisions 
of any other act. 

With the exception of the capitalizations the foregoing 
statements are precisely as they appeared in the body of this 
legislation as introduced by the majority. What should a 
patriotic and purposeful opposition do? Accept it? Rub- 
ber stamp an O. K. because it is labeled for national defense ? 
Or test, examine, scrutinize, question, amend, and criticize? 
We who comprise the current opposition party in Con- 
gress chose the latter course, with capital letters, with em- 
phasis, with gusto, from the platform, on the typewriter, 
and through the microphones. Result? It is still too early 
to predict, inasmuch as a week before this is written Presi- 
dent Roosevelt was quoted as saying he wanted the “bill 
passed in the form it was writitca.” I have made bad pre- 
dictions before and this may be another one but “I’m pre- 
dicting” that the opposition wi!! not surrender to this chal- 
lenge to the fundamental rights of freedom and private 
ownership in this Republic. “I am predicting’—and it is a 
dangerous practice in these dubious times—that the bill will 
not be enacted “in the form it was written.”” Just how much 
protection of private rights we can write into the bill depends 
upon how large a segment of American public opinion ad- 
heres to the philosophy of two-party government and con- 
tinues to subscribe to the doctrine of private ownership and 
political freedom upon which this republic was founded. 

Suffice it to say in summary, that without criticism the 
“property seizure bill” would by now already be the law. 
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A Responsisitiry We CANNot DopGE 


Without patriotic opposition and sound criticism, whether 
it comes from an active and organized minority party whence 
it should emanate or from individuals grouping themselves 
together in an unofficial opposition bloc, the democratic 
processes cease to be effective. Without loyal opposition which 
stresses not only its obligations to be loyal but also its obliga- 
tions to supply intelligent opposition, the democratic form 
degenerates into what is actually an oligarchy in function. 
Without such opposition from some source in the present 
crisis, America would already be engaged in the convoying of 
foreign and American ships into belligerent waters, which 
means that American boys would by now be laying down 
their lives in actual war in support of their Russian “com- 
rades.”’ President Roosevelt’s statement that “convoys mean 
shooting and shooting means war” has never been successfully 
denied. 

Without opposition to opinionated majority leadership, in 
this country, both the leadership and the country would suf- 
fer seriously, and the very existence of minority-party op- 
position would cease to continue because it had failed to 
function when its courage was most needed. Without sin- 
cere and loyal opposition, the administration is denied a 
crucible in which to test its theories; and, in critical times, 
above all others, a nation cannot afford the luxury of adopt- 
ing untested recipes or illy considered courses of action. 


Tue RepuspiticAN Party CANNoT ExpAND BY EVASION 


If fair-minded citizens will seriously reflect upon the des- 
tinations both in foreign policy and in the loss of democratic 
processes here at home at which this Nation would have 
already arrived had there been no opposition to “test, ex- 
amine, scrutinize, amend, and criticize,” it will stimulate in- 
creased demand that the Republican Party continue and ex- 
pand its patriotic function as the opposition party in this 
all-important era. It, too, has a mandate from the people. 
It, too, has responsibilities which it cannot evade without 
rendering great disservice to this Republic. It, too, stands 
on trial before the Nation as its fitness to serve is being 
tested by the events which come and go. There is no other 
party or group in America which can fulfill this function. 
Should the Republican Party fail to meet its obligations and 
its challenge, the cause for which it preaches will soon perish. 
If the Republican Party fails to function as an opposition 
should in government erected on the two-party system, we 
shall be as guilty of dilatory action as the administration is 
of dictatorial aim. And if an American form of administra- 
tive absolutism shackles itself upon this country while we fail 


Labor 


R. SPEAKER, daily we hear one or another Mem- 
ber of the Congress of the United States condemn 
labor and charge labor with being controlled by 

Communists. Labor is charged with being unfaithful and 
lacking in patriotism and loyalty in this national emergency. 
These Members insist that labor should be denied the right 
to strike in this national emergency. They demand that 
labor give its all to its country and sacrifice every right so 


to protest the separate steps by which it develops complete 
and total power, we shall be accessory to the crime. 

It is to be hoped that the Republican Party will write a 
record of courage and valor, of patriotic opposition and con- 
structive criticism, of real service to the common cause which 
today challenges the best that is in us all if the American 
way of life is to survive in the American sphere of influence. 

The decisions facing America, today, are too monumental 
in importance to be left to the judgment of any one man or 
to any group of men personally selected or nominated by 
him. They are too vital to be delegated to volunteer pre- 
scriptionists outside the main tent of Government whose posi- 
tion as laymen exempt them from assuming direct respon- 
sibilities for possible errors in judgment. They are too far 
reaching to be left solely to the unchecked dictates of ap- 
pointed men who have not been elected to office by the people 
and who therefore fee! no responsibilities for conforming with 
the public will. They are too significant to become the sole 
province of the party which happens to be in power at the 
time their consideration becomes imperative. 


SounpD Decisions Best CoME FroM A CLASHING OF 
SouNp MINps 


America today needs the best minds of its best people 
throughout the country in focus upon the problems at hand 
and devoted to working out solutions which will best serve 
the destiny of this Republic. It is going to take the best col- 
lective judgment of the great cross section of American in- 
telligence and common sense in this dark hour, if this country 
is to avert the catastrophe of national bankruptcy, of loss of 
its freedoms here at home, of an American totalitarianism, of 
war, and of the threats to our American destiny resulting 
from dangers here at home and disrupters from abroad. 

We have a crying need these days for the sound decisions 
which can only emanate from the clashing of sound minds 
and the determined drive of opposing forces which unite their 
strength toward a common goal only after each has explored 
and exposed every possible weakness and error of the other. 
Against the driving power of such a strength directed down 
a path selected by such means, no power on earth can offer 
successful resistance. It is to be hoped, therefore that, like 
the Churchill government in England, the Roosevelt gov- 
ernment in America will cease berating critics as defeatists 
or obstructionists and some day rise to heights enough to 
sagely say, “The kind of criticism we have had is the kind 
that the Government not only accepts but welcomes.” 

To do less is to follow the totalitarian trail to total 
tyranny. 


Is Fat 
Il IS ENTITLED TO ITS SHARE OF THE PROFITS 
By SAMUEL A. WEISS, Member of Congress from Pennsylvania 
Delivered in the House of Representatives, July 10, 1941 


that we may reach maximum production in order to help 
the democracies of the world. Yet this samie group says 
nothing about the loyalty, the faithfulness, or the partiot- 
ism of industry in our national-defense program. This same 
group says nothing of those employers who refuse to recog- 
nize unions or even adhere to decisions of the National 
Labor Relations Board, an agency or instrumentality of the 
court. The fact that the earnings of all major industries 
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in America have shown a tremendous increase over those 
of the preceding year is not even mentioned. Nothing is said 
about the increased living costs affecting the life and welfare 
of every workman and his family in America. And the 
majority of the press of America commends these statesmen 
and editorializes their stands. To be frank, I must say that 
the people of America do not get a true picture of the 
situation as it actually exists. 

Labor is on the spot. Daily the newspapers headline 
stories of strikes in defense industries. The question now 
being publicly asked amounts to this: Will labor strike up 
the band for national defense, or will it merely strike? That 
question shows not only ignorance of the facts, but betrays 
a willful and criminal attempt to destroy labor’s rights; 
to wipe out all the social gains of the New Deal, and to 
pervert the whole purpose of our national defense effort. 

Is labor unreasonable in its demand? Should it seek wage 
increases now? Should it keep its right to strike in this 
emergency? These are vital questions which concern the 
entire Nation. 

Has labor been unreasonable? Since May 1940, when 
our defense program really got under way, the number of 
strikes has decreased over that of the corresponding months 
in 1939. The total number of strikes for the present period 
is much less than for 1917 when we were actually at war. 
The right to strike is basic to all workers’ rights and to all 
liberty in the United States. Without this right, labor has 
no real protection against low wages and decent living 
standards. Labor must keep this right in order to remain 
free, in order to keep and improve standards won over past 
years of struggle. Abraham Lincoln, one of our greatest 
Presidents, said: ‘““Thank God we have a country where 
workingmen have the right to strike.” 

It should be clear that if our defense program is to defend 
democracy than every act which strengthens democracy is an 
integral part of our defense program. An increased standard 
of living is just as important as an increased schedule of 
airplane production. All the sacrifices necessary for democ- 
racy? Of course. But in view of our vast unused resources 
and the swollen industrial profits of the last months, it is 
sheer nonsense to say that labor must sacrifice living standards 
to enable this country to continue producing for defense. 

My investigation with the Department of Labor verifies 
this statement, and I can quote no greater authority than 
the senior Senator from my State, Senator James J. Davis, 
of Pennsylvania, who was Secretary of Labor under three 
Presidents, when voicing his opposition to antistrike legisla- 
tion said: 


No one should be permitted to believe that labor trou- 
bles are more acute now than in the last World War 
period. In 1919 there were seven times as many workers 
involved in strikes as in 1940; and in 1917 there were 
twice as many strikes as in 1940. 


There are now dozens of bills before Congress, including 
the bill. now under consideration, designed to freeze wages, 
to penalize strikers, impose severe criminal penalties for 
pickets, Government seizure of plants, denial of wages to 
workers, to force compulsory mediation or the so-called 
cooling-off period, which are all aimed at the workmen of 
America. I am unalterably opposed to bills of this nature 
which attempt to force or regiment American workmen to 
the same status as the workmen of the totalitarian nations. 
This certainly will not bring about the national unity we 
are all clamoring for in this crucial period of our history. 
Collective bargaining and the right to strike has had behind 
it the support and influence of outstanding statesmen in this 


country, and the leaders of other countries throughout the 
world. Just within the last month Pope Pius XII made his 
plea to the people of the world for labor’s right of collective 
bargaining; and just recently the Methodist National Con- 
ference Board made a declaration in favor of this same 
principle and stated that after a thorough 2-year investiga- 
tion much of the propaganda, rumors, and statements against 
organized labor were erroneous and misleading. It is evident 
that we cannot force labor to do things by repressive legis- 
lation and it is my firm belief that in the Vinson bill and 
other similar measures now before Congress, the rights of 
organized labor now guaranteed under the law would be 
stricken down and destroyed. 

Each day sees new proposals to take away the right to 
strike, or to curb that right so severely that its value to the 
workers will be destroyed. The greater part of the press 
of the Nation has been championing these proposals. Most 
of the schemes originate among Congressmen from poll-tax 
States who have very few industries in their districts, and 
who know very little about the problems of workmen in the 
industrial districts of America. One of the greatest antilabor 
campaigns in history is in the making, all aimed at labor's 
basic right—the right to withhold work in order to enforce 
a little share of those increased profits through higher wages 
so that the workmen of America can maintain decent stand- 
ards of living, which bring about happiness, unity, and an 
invulnerable America. As the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts, Congressman Casey, so well stated to this 
House several days ago: “We must stem the hysteria that 
has enveloped this Congress, or we will be undermining the 
very democratic principles we are trying to preserve.” Labor 
naturally is trying to fortify its position during this emer- 
gency in view of the profits of the large corporations of 
America. And I believe the vast majority of Congress will 
agree that if we are to maintain our present standard of 
living, labor is entitled to its share of profits for its “all- 
out” efforts in this national-defense program by means of 
increased wages to the average workmen. The following 
are undisputed facts of the 1940 profit figures of the six 
largest corporations of the United States: 














Work- Average 
Corporation Profit | ers em- — «done 

ployed 
| | employed 
ea pie nares seneaion 
General Motors ..... ' $195,500,000 | 200,000 $917 

American Telephone | 

& Telegraph ...... | 188,544,052 | 260,000 | 725 
Standard Oil ........ | 110,000,000 | 55,000 2,000 
<< eer ree 102,180,000 | 260,000 393 
PE boku vee edocs 99,900,000 | 65,800 1,550 
General Electric ..... 55,000,000 | 65,000 846 





In other words, these six leading corporations made $776,- 
000,000 profit in 1940, an average of $860 profit a year on 
each worker employed, over and above the wages paid to 
him. 

For the first quarter of this year, the profits exceed the 
earnings of 1940 by approximately 15 percent, yet some 
Members of Congress denounce labor because of its attempt 
to secure increased wages commensurate with the increased 
cost of living. The Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation, 
represented for the first quarter ended March 31, 1941, 
profits of $4,160,507, after all charges were deducted. This 
compares with the net profit of only $1,134,611 for the same 
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quarter last year. Yet we hear labor berated when it threat- 
ens to strike upon making a reasonable demand of industry 
for an increase in wage rate. We hear the cry of Com- 
munists in full control of labor in America. These statements 
vrossly exaggerate the actual situation. True enough, there 
are some Communists in labor’s ranks who have caused much 
of the unwarranted trouble. There are some Communists in 
labor’s ranks who even refused to heed the warnings of 
labor’s recognized leaders. But will we in Congress add to 
national unity by abolishing the right to strike, by forced 
cooling-off periods, or compulsory mediation, or by freezing 
wages and conditions by outlawing the union shop and pleas- 
ing the open shop by seizing struck plants, by penalizing 
pickets because of a few radicals—a very few in labor’s 
ranks in America? 

There are Communists among the businessmen of America. 
Vhere are Communists in the colleges of America. There are 
Communists in the legal and medical professions. Commun- 
ists are everywhere. But thank God, so few, yes; so very 
few. Can we condemn labor as a whole because of a few 
undesirable Communists within Labor’s ranks? Would we 
by logical reasoning condemn the law profession, the medical 
profession, or any other profession because of some shysters 
or quacks or frauds in any of them? Of course not. Their 
respective obligations are to clean their own households. 
Labor is attempting to do just that, and is doing so with 
distinct credit. ‘The number of strikes throughout the Na- 
tion has reached the lowest ebb since the early part of this 
year. The organized workers of this country are good, true, 
loyal, and patriotic Americans interested in the preservation 
of our democracy and of helping this country in this emer- 
gency. We cannot impose upon them undue hardship by the 
enactment of compulsory mediation, or totalitarian policies 
such as now rules the controlled countries of Nazi Germany 
and communistic Russia. 

In the Thirty-first Congressional District of Pennsylvania, 
which I represent, the heart of the industrial district of 





Taxation and National Defense 


WE MUST FAIRLY DISTRIBUTE THE BURDEN 


America, and in which district are located the United States 
Steel Corporation, the Westinghouse Electric Co., the West- 
inghouse Airbrake Co., the McKeesport National Tube Co., 
the Edgar-Thompson Steel Works, the McClintock-Marshall 
Co., the Christy Park Works, the Firth-Sterling Steel Cor- 
poration, the Union Switch & Signal Co., Allegheny Ludlum 
Steel Corporation, the Glassport Copperweld Steel Co., the 
Pittsburgh Steel Foundry Co., and the United States Glass 
Co., represented by 18 local C. I. O. unions, comprising 
over 70,000 workmen engaged in national-defense work, 
there was not even the semblance of a strike. Industry and 
labor sat down at the counsel table and conciliated their 
differences with distinct satisfaction to all parties concerned. 
And my district is typical of every industrial community 
in America. It is unfair for Members of Congress and the 
press of America to condemn labor because of isolated infrac- 
tions in remote sections of our Nation. Do the Members 
of this Congress wish to change this situation by enacting 
legislation to compel the workmen of our Nation to do any- 
thing contrary to their wishes and create hatred and enmity 
in the minds and hearts of labor toward Congress and the 
Government? Of course not. The greatest weapon in 
America is the morale of its people. To build morale and 
unity in America, industry and government must be con- 
siderate, just, and equitable in their dealings with the Ameri- 
can workmen, as they, too, are sacrificing, and it is their sons 
who are serving this country in our armed forces during this 
emergency. 

Let us deliberate with caution on these vital problems 
affecting the welfare of the workmen of the Nation, and if 
industry, labor, and Government, in a real spirit of national 
unity, will arbitrate and conciliate their differences in the 
good old American manner of give and take, America will 
continue to go forward in her progress as the greatest democ- 
racy in the world, where workmen will retain the priceless 
heritage given them by our forefathers, namely, freedom, 
justice, and equality. 


By HENRY MORGENTHAU, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury 


Y purpose in being here today is to discuss taxation 
as an essential part of national defense. Our great 
problem in providing for the defense of the nation 

is fundamentally the problem of production—of actually 
building planes and tanks, ships, and guns with labor, man- 
agement, machinery and raw materials. To solve that prob- 
lem without impairing our economy or weakening the struc- 
ture of democracy, our fiscal policy must be adapted to the 
needs of the times. 

On April 24 I discussed with the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the House the need of producing $3,500,000,000 
annually in additional revenue. The Treasury Department 
presented a suggested program for raising that amount of 
money. As it passed the House, this bill will produce ap- 
proximately $3,200,000,000 in additional revenue. In my 
opinion it is very important that the revenue yield be raised 
to at least the original $3.5 billion level. 

It is also important that the bill be passed as promptly as 
possible. Income tax payers and excess profits tax payers 
should know as quickly as possible what their taxes on 1941 





Made before the Senate Finance Committee, August 8, 1941 





income and profits are going to be, since more than seven 
months of the year have already elapsed. 


Says Detay Causes Bic Loss 


The excise taxes and the estate tax cannot be imposed 
retroactively and every day’s delay in the passage of this 
tax bill costs the Treasury several million dollars in revenue 
from those sources. 

The rapid developments of the last few months have made 
this bill inadequate even before it is passed. Since my state- 
ment before the Ways and Means Committee, many things 
have happened. Two and one-half months ago the President 
proclaimed the existence of an unlimited national emergency. 
He called upon “all loyal citizens to place the nation’s needs 
first in mind and in action to the end that we may mobilize 
and have ready for instant defensive use all of the physical 
power, all of the moral strength and all of the natural re- 
sources of this nation.” 

Since I appeared before the Ways and Means Committee, 
the amount of appropriations, authorizations and recom- 
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mendations over and above the budget has increased by about 
$14,000,000,000, thus completely changing the fiscal picture 
and greatly increasing the need for revenue. 

Since I appeared before the Ways and Means Committee, 
prices and the cost of living have increased at an accelerated 
rate, thereby accentuating the need for a strong fiscal 
program. 


An “Att-out” TAXATION PLAN 


In the light of these and other developments resulting from 
“all-out” defense, I should like to point out what, in my 
opinion, will be necessary in “all-out” taxation to support 
such a program. 

First of all, we shall need more revenue—much more 
revenue. The defense program is an absolute necessity. It 
must be paid for. In so far as possible, it should be paid 
for now. Borrowing should be kept to a minimum to main- 
tain our fiscal strength. The rise in the Federal debt means 
merely that the taxpayer’s burden is being postponed—that 
both principal and interest must be paid later out of higher 
taxes collected at a time when they may be harder to pay 
and less willingly paid than now. 

Along with increased taxation should go the maximum 
reduction in the ordinary non-defense expenditures of gov- 
ernment. The burden of paying for defense is so heavy that 
it should be relieved at every possible point. 

Increased taxation is needed also to maintain economic 
stability. Rising purchasing power is exerting increasing 
pressure on the prices of many kinds of goods, while at the 
same time production of these goods is being increasingly 
curtailed by the necessity of diverting our resources to de- 
fense uses. This complication of increased demand and re- 
stricted output is causing inflationary price rises which 
threaten to increase the cost of the defense program, un- 
balance family budgets and seriously disturb our economic 
life. 

For TAxEs ON THOSE ABLE TO PAy 


This larger needed revenue should come from all sources 
where there is ability to pay—that’s what an “all-out” tax 
program means. The people of this country have never 
been more ready to make sacrifices for the common good. 
Our tax program has not kept pace with the defense pro- 
gram. We are still thinking too much of helping this group 
or that to escape its share of the burden. We have now come 
to the point where it is a matter not merely of fundamental 
equity but of the utmost necessity that all exemptions from 
taxation be reduced to the absolute minimum. 

An “all-out” tax program for defense should reach ability 
to pay at several points not now fully tapped: 

1. In my opinion such a tax program might well involve 
a substantial lowering of personal exemptions and a conse- 
quent broadening of the base of the income tax, if simultane- 
ously we take immediate steps to remedy defects in the 
application of the principle of ability to pay in other parts 
of the tax structure. 

Under the bill before you the base has been broadened 
to add about two million new taxpayers, but even so there 
will remain a relatively large proportion of the population 
in the lower income groups which will not be directly af- 
fected by the income tax. A further lowering of the exemp- 
tions would produce some additional revenue and in addition 
it would give millions of Americans an opportunity—a wel- 
come opportunity—to make a direct contribution through 
taxes to the defense of their country. It would enable them 
to feel that they were participating personally and directly 
in the defense program. As the President wrote to Chair- 
man Doughton on July 31, “most Americans who are in 
the lowest income brackets are willing and proud to chip 


in directly even if their individual contributions are very 
small in terms of dollars.” 


CALs FoR Excess Prorirs Levy 


But I believe this committee will agree with me that we 
ought not to accept such sacrifices, even though willing sac- 
rifices, from millions of people with low incomes on whom 
the burden of other types of taxes falls most heavily, unless 
we reach in other places ability to pay which is escaping its 
fair share of taxes. Among these are the following: 

2. The excess profits tax exempts profits of even the 
most prosperous corporation, except to the extent that such 
profits are in excess of its average profits for the years 
1936-39. Surely Congress will not wish to impose additional 
taxes on millions more of our low-income group, unless it 
also imposes the excess profits of such corporations. 

3. Families pay lower Federal income taxes when both 
husband and wife receive income than when the same total 
amount of income is received by only one of them. This is a 
discrimination of which many wealthy people have taken 
advantage by large gifts of income-producing property be- 
tween husband and wife. Furthermore, in at least eight 
States of the Union, Federal income taxes are made sub- 
stantially lower than in the remaining States because the 
local law permits the splitting of income between husbands 
and wives. 

Asks Enp oF DiscrIMINATIONS 


Here are discriminations against the rest of the taxpayers 
which, I believe your committee will agree, must be elimi- 
nated if we are to extend the income tax downward to 
include millions of persons with low income. The discrimi- 
nations can be eliminated by requiring husband and wife 
to file a single joint return with appropriate relief granted 
only where both husband and wife work outside the home. 

4. For years the concerns engaged in extracting certain 
of our natural resources, notably oil, have been granted far 
greater allowances for depletion than can be justified on 
any reasonable basis of tax equity. If the income tax is to be 
extended to lower incomes this privilege of tax escape should 
simultaneously be removed. 

5. A few months ago the Congress eliminated the tax- 
exemption privilege from new issues of Federal securities. 
The purchases of new State and local securities still enjoy 
this exemption. The exemption was inequitable and expen- 
sive even in more normal times. It cannot be borne longer 
in a time like this and especially if we are to increase the 
direct tax burdens of persons with small incomes. 


EsTATE AND Girt TAXEs STRESSED 


6. In its suggestions to the Ways and Means Committee, 
the Treasury recommended substantial increases in estate 
and gift taxes and lower exemptions. In part, this recom- 
mendation was followed, but, in my opinion, the estate and 
gift taxes should reach more estates and provide more revenue 
if we are going to tax smaller incomes. 

Those are some of the things that I mean when I say 
that an “all-out” tax program for defense must go far beyond 
the present bill. 

There is another condition which I would attach to kw- 
ering the personal exemptions. I think we ought not to 
take into the income-tax system millions of new taxpayers 
with small incomes without simplifying the way in which 
their tax is computed. 

Take, for example, a person with a $900 salary. Under 
the present law, he first figures out what deductions he has— 
taxes paid, interest paid, contributions and so on. Then he 
computes his earned income credit. Then he subtracts his 
personal exemptions from his income after deductions. 
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under rates of the bill before you, he 
Then he goes back to the 


On the balance, 
computes a surtax at 5 per cent. 
income and deducts his earned income credit. On the bal- 
ance, he computes a normal tax at 4 per cent. He then adds 
the normal tax and the surtax and takes 10 per cent of the 
total for defense tax. He adds the defense tax to the normal 
tax and surtax and finally arrives at his income tax. 


CoMPUTATION Is CALLED A STRAIN 


When he started to fill out his return, he may have been 
full of patriotic enthusiasm to pay his share toward the 
defense program, but by the time he has finished his last 
computation his cheerfulness may well have collapsed under 
the strain. 

It is dificult enough for persons with substantial incomes 
who are used to dealing with financial papers and who can 
afford high-priced lawyers and accountants to make their 
computations for them. The person with a small income 
should not be put to this annoyance and possible expense. 

Furthermore, the checking of these tax computations by 
the administrative authorities takes time. Frequent errors 
are found which must be rectified, requiring correspondence 
and further annoyances of the taxpayer as well as expense 
to the government. We in the Treasury do not enjoy pester- 
ing the taxpayer any more than he enjoys being pestered 
by us. 

For taxpayers with relatively large incomes, refinements in 
determining income and computing taxes are troublesome 
hut are necessary in the interest of equity. For small tax- 
payers, however, especially those now taxed for the first 
time, these refinements are cumbersome and confusing with- 
out serving any important purpose. The income tax of mil- 
lions of people can be determined with acceptable accuracy 
by less involved methods. 


SmmpLE PAYMENT Is UrGED 


As the President suggested to Chairman Doughton, there 
should be a provision in the case of the small taxpayer “for 
a straight, simple payment of some small contribution to the 
national tax income through a simple agency and on a 
simple form.” 

For such taxpayers a plain and easily understood table 
could compute his tax bill in a few moments. He would be 
spared time, trouble and annoyance and the government 
-would be spared expense. 

To indicate more clearly what I have in mind, I have 
had prepared a sample table showing how this might be 


worked out in practice for incomes up to $3,000. This is 
only a preliminary table, and improvements and changes will 
no doubt be desirable, but it will illustrate how the proposal 
can be applied. 

The taxes imposed by the bill before you are very heavy; 
the taxes of an all-out program would be even heavier. I 
am convinced that the people are not opposed to heavy taxes; 
that, in fact, they favor heavy taxes because they know that 
the alternatives are much more onerous. At a time when 
expanding incomes are operating to force prices upward 
many kinds of measures must be employed if prices are to 
be kept under control. Without heavy taxation the other 
measures have little chance to succeed. 

Rising prices would take much more away from our people 
now and in the future than higher taxes now will take. 
Under the tax bill in its present form a married couple with 
no dependents, having a net income of $5,000 a year will 
have its Federal income tax increased by $198, or 4 per 
cent of its income. 


Cost or Livinc Is STRESSED 


Assuming that two-thirds of the family’s income is spent 
on items affected by a changing cost of living, an increase 
in the cost of living of 6 per cent would impose as great an 
additional burden on this family as would the proposed 
income tax. The cost of living index has increased 514 per 
cent since September, 1940. 

It is clear from this simple illustration that rising prices 
tax the family income just as surely as do income taxes. 
Although, as prices rise, the income of some families will 
increase, many incomes will not increase and most incomes 
will not increase as fast or as much as prices. 

If, in an attempt to protect the incomes of our people, we 
hold down taxes and as a result the cost of living rises, we 
shall have taxed them just as surely as if we had levied 
on them directly, and we shall still have the inflated costs 
of defense to pay later from taxes. 

An all-out tax program will build public morale in an 
all-out defense program. By reducing the necessity for bor- 
rowing it will strengthen confidence in the impregnable 
fiscal position of the government. 

By contributing to the control of prices it will help prevent 
the demoralization which would result from inflation. By 
distributing the defense burden fairly it will help unite the 
nation. It will make all the people equal partners in sharing 
the cost of the defense of our country. 


The Magnitude of Our Responsibility 


THE CONSTITUTION IS A LIVING THING 


By WALLACE L. WARE, Former President of the California Railroad Commission 
Delivered at the 23rd Annual Convention of the American Legion, Department of California, August 12, 1941 


ODAY the world is rocked by a titanic battle, a battle 

between the American principle and the principle of 

dictatorship; it is the struggle of free enterprise against 
total concentration of political and economic power. 

It was Voltaire who said: “If we did not have a God, 
we would have to create one.”’ With equal certainty the 
true American says today: “If we did not have Americanism, 
we would have to create Americanism.” 

In the flight of centuries the principles for which America 
stands will prove to be the guiding principles for all man- 
kind. ‘These are the principles of representative government, 


freedom of speech, of the press, and of assembly; freedom 
of worship; the right to acquire and accumulate and control 
private property, and the right to live in a land where the 
sovereign power reposes in the people who govern and are 
governed. Boiled down to its essence, America is the land of 
free enterprise. 

No generation in history has been challenged with the 
magnitude of the responsibility which is involved in the 
preservation of these principles. History will soon record 
one of two epochal events: First, those of us who live in 
these United States today will arise to this grave and chal- 
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lenging responsibility by achieving the preservation of these 
principles; or, secondly, those of us who live in these United 
States today will be remembered in history as having gone 
down with the wreckage of the last great popular govern- 
ment upon the earth. 

Neither mystery nor miracle surround our American 
institutions. The American government has grown from 
American hearts, it is a government that has grown from 
the mental energy and the heart throbs of a liberty loving 
people. America has heralded to all mankind our institution 
of representative government wherein sovereignty shall re- 
pose in every person and in equal share. America has heralded 
to all mankind a government that fosters and is fostered 
by free enterprise. 

Hence we see how simple yet how real have been the 
motivating causes and principles which have created our 
America. First, love of freedom and equality; secondly, 
willingness to make the supreme sacrifice to gratify this 
love; thirdly, ability to exercise and control the functions 
of government through a common effort. Men and women 
of America, these same very simple and very real precepts 
are the foundation of the natural law which now governs 
and will always govern the preservation of Americanism. 

Every existing thing throughout the Universe lives in 
obedience to immutable, omnipotent natural law, everything 
from the smallest atom to the starry tenants of the infinite 
heavens, everything from the Redwood tree to the most 
powerful government. 


Behold the Redwood tree! 
‘He was centuries old in Abraham’s day. 
’ “His life was half lived when the Star of Bethlehem 
led the Wise Men to the Infant Savior 
Yet he stands here in our California still, speaking to 
all who have ears to hear.” 


This oldest living thing has survived the centuries with 
grandeur in obedience to the laws of nature and responsive 
to the sustaining influence of ideal moisture, soil and sun- 
shine. Remove one of these prime factors and the greatest 
living giant of all times, the giant that has survived floods 
and laughed at fires, will die. 

Government is no hiatus in the universal law of life and 
action. Its preservation is as much dependent upon the ele- 
ments of sustenance as is the Redwood tree. Our Constitu- 
tion is a living thing. Its very sap and lifeblood actually 
depend upon the mental efforts and actually flow from the 
throbbing hearts of the American people. Deprive our Con- 
stitution of that love of freedom and equality which the 
American people breathed into it and our Constitution will 
vanish. Take from our government the sacrifice and effort 
necessary to sustain it and our government will perish. Take 
from our people the energy and the ability necessary to 
perpetuate free enterprise and our people will sink to the 
serfdom of national socialism. 

There are two kinds of government: 

One is our kind, the American kind, where every person 
is free and equal and where the sovereign power remains in 
the hearts and souls of every citizen in equal share. This 
is the government of freedom and equality. This is the 
government of free enterprise. 

The other kind is totalitarianism, in one instance labeled 
communism, in a second instance known as nazism and in a 
third instance designated fascism. In all of these govern- 
ments, the absolute and supreme power is in the hands of 
a dictator and the people are his serfs and servants. Under 
a totalitarian system every human being is a slave to govern- 
ment, there is no freedom excepting that granted by the 
dictator. There is no equality, for all are at the mercy of 
his whims. 


Today the destiny of mankind is going through a crisis. 
The American plan of free enterprise and equality will be 
saved or lost for mankind. 

Oh, sovereign men and women of America, these are the 
days when the preservation of this American plan of free 
enterprise and equality demands that you prove yourselves 
worthy of enjoying free enterprise and equality. There are 
three tests: Do you genuinely love your personal freedom 
and equality? Are you willing to make any sacrifice to pre- 
serve your personal freedom and equality? Do you possess 
the hearts and the minds that can and will preserve your 
personal freedom and equality? These tests demand action, 
immediate action, continuous action, action that will demon- 
strate to the world that the sovereign people of America 
can and will govern and protect themselves, under this flag 
and under our representative and constitutional form of 
government. 

I ask you again. Do you genuinely love your personal 
freedom and equality? If you don’t it is a very short and 
easy step to the crushing humiliation and serfdom suffered 
by those under dictatorial tyranny. 

I ask you again: Are you willing to make any sacrifice 
to preserve your personal freedom and equality? If you are 
not, prepare yourselves for the castor oil, the bayonets, the 
purging and the concentration camps of a Mussolini, of a 
Hitler, or a Stalin. These tyrants have given all mankind 
the frightful warning. They have demonstrated that death 
is the cure for those who are unwilling to make whatever 
sacrifice is demanded. These tyrants have found that it is 
cheaper and far easier to bury than to support human beings 
who refuse to be regimented to their cause. God only knows 
the millions upon millions of human beings who have paid 
with their lives during this era of totalitarianism, who have 
paid with their lives because of their failure to make the 
full measure of sacrifice demanded by their dictator. 

I ask you again: Do you possess the hearts and the minds 
that can and will preserve your personal freedom and equal- 
ity? Our founding fathers possessed such hearts and minds. 
Then why can’t you and I? Unless we do, we will know 
the bondage and the suffering of dictatorship and instead of 
enjoying our personal freedom and equality, we will be 
doomed to the utter humiliation and serfdom upon which 
dictatorial government flaunts its tyrannical existence. 

Most of my life was happily lived among the vineclad hills 
of imperial Sonoma, hills smoothed in a foliage of matchless 
and colorful patterns and aglow with the fruits of salubrious 
vintage. Well do I remember during the late nineties the 
devastating scourge of billions of plant lice known as phyllox- 
era—lice that were almost microscopic, lice that feasted upon 
the sweet, succulent sap that flowed through the cambium 
layer within the roots and bark of these historic vineyards. 
Then with the awful speed and certainty that we have be- 
held in recent months the wrecking and ravishing of 12 
European countries, we saw the verdant hills of Sonoma 
transformed as if by hellish magic into death and desolation. 

But we had a saintly man, a genius in our home town 
named Luther Burbank; and he observed growing along 
the banks of Santa Rosa Creek in rugged vigor a wild grape 
of nature that survived and flourished because it was endowed 
by nature with a sap that was strong and bitter, a sap that 
resisted the gluttunous and ravenous appetites of these de- 
vouring lice. 

Then with that capacity for infinite pains that made him 
the genious that he was, he grafted the fruit bearing buds 
of countless choice varieties of wine grapes to these wild, 
rugged, resistant roots—by joining and binding together the 
cambium layers of the two—and the same God of nature 
that endowed the wild root with sap that these lice could 
not live upon flushed the fruit-bearing vine with the same 
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vigorous and enduring sap and again Sonoma was aglow 
with her vine clad hills. 

What we American people need today and what we must 
get if we are to preserve our birthright of freedom and 
equality, is an infusion of the same sap, the same vigorous 
and enduring red blood corpuscles that coursed through the 
arteries of our forefathers. It’s that kind of sap and blood 
our flag, our Constitution, and our America are crying out 
for today. It’s the only kind of blood that will protect and 
preserve our Constitution, and our America. It’s the only 
kind of blood that will supply the arteries of the sovereign 
American people with a virulent resistance against the world 
wide scourge of the lice of communism, nazism, facism and 
totalitarianism,—the scourge that has regimented and domi- 
nated the political and economic powers of Russia, of Ger- 
many, of Italy. 

Among my childhood recollections are the memories of 
Rip Van Winkle, the bibulous Dutch settler immortalized 
in the Sketch Book of Washington Irving. As the story 
goes, he was put under a spell and slept for twenty years 
beneath the falling leaves of the Catskill Mountains. When 
he awakened and returned to his home he found that his 
wife was dead, and he himself was forgotten and forsaken. 
He slept while the world moved on. He slept too long. 

Twenty-three years ago our flag and our United States 
emerged from a world war; emerged from a world war into 
which was poured $41,000,000,000.00 of the wealth of the 
sovereign people of America; emerged from a world war 
which took the lives of 120,000 of the young manhood of 
America. Then as a nation we went to sleep. 

For those who were our foes twenty-three years ago these 
intervening years have meant only an armistice during which 
time these foes have raised another generation of warriors; 
an armistice during which time airplanes, submarines, 
mechanized trucks and tanks and cannons and explosives 
were developed and created in power and numbers never 
dreamed of by those who rested upon their laurels, laurels 
that to them seemed like victory. During the first ten years 
as a nation we shot the rapids amidst a scenery that resem- 
bled national wealth and complacency, but along a down- 
ward, precipitous course which none the less spelled false 
security. During the next ten years we as a nation muddled 
around in the dark, marshy fens and bogs of economic dis- 
tress. During the last three years we have wallowed in a 
chimerical boom brought about by frenzied preparing. 

During these same twenty-three years, throughout Russia, 
Germany and Italy, three monstrous plans of governmental 
revolution and world conquest have hatched from the fetid 
brains and murderous hearts of Stalin, Hitler and Musso- 
lini. Each is the plan of totalitarianism—a totalitarianism 
under absolute dictatorship, a totalitarianism dominated by 
the principle that might is right and that the conquest of 
all humanity is the goal ; where all the people, the conquerors 
and the conquered alike, play the part of sheep led to 
slaughter by the bell goat; where the people are actually 
nothing more than pawns and chattels in the tyrannical 
hands of a dictator; and where the supreme power starts 
from one all powerful person and falls from his lips and 
finger tips with the bursting effect of a billion, burning 
bombs. 

During these hectic days I find myself frequently thinking 
in terms of a parable. I see a vast valley lush with clover 
blossoms and blue grass and crystal streams and tenanted 
with the world’s fattest lambs—lambs of every known 
variety, and many of them adorned with a golden fleece. 

Sam is their shepherd, he is kind and gentle and good to 
all his sheep, and he tries to herd them so they are con- 
tinually knee-deep in clover. 

Sam loves gold and he is the richest shepherd in all the 


world. Twice a year he shears his flock and when it comes 
to gold he has, hoarded in his hiding places, almost all of it. 

All of Sam’s neighbors are shepherds. Most of them are 
poor, their ranges are overstocked, feed in their valleys is 
short, water is scarce, and their bald faced hills are dry. 

The world’s worst wolf named Adolf has been running 
rampant throughout the country raising havoc with the 
neighboring flocks, and lurking at his heels is a half starved 
jackal, named Joe, and bringing up the rear in the continual 
ravages against these peaceful, harmless sheep is a sick and 
hungry coyote, yes, you guessed it, his name is Benito. 

But of the three, the wolf kills two sheep to the jackal’s 
one and the coyote lives on the scraps. Sam has spent many 
sleepless nights listening to their bloodthirsty howls, and by 
day, as he mends his fence lines against their possible raids, 
he has caught glimpses of them lurking away from ever 
recurring scenes of frightful carnage. 

Suddenly the wolf turns upon the jackal, amidst the bark- 
ing of the coyote, a horrible battle to the death is enacted 
before Sam’s very eyes. In consternation Sam soliloquizes: 
“For once in my life, I hope the jackal wins. But I am 
convinced it is time for me to carry a rifle.” 

Returning from the parable, throughout the land the 
American Legion stands neutral. The American Legion 
doesn’t care who takes Adolf first. But the American Legion 
has no greater love for Joe or Benito. Each is a deadly foe 
to the American principles of free enterprise and equality 
which we love. 

Tonight, my comrades, my fellow Americans, we face 
the fulfillment of two vital tasks. 

First, this war must be won for the principles of human 
freedom and equality, nazism must be crushed. 

Secondly, after winning this war, the American mind and 
heart must be purged and forever kept clean of every foul 
influence of dictatorship, be it nazism, communism or facism. 

The first objective is immediate. The second is eternal. 

To the fulfillment of both, we stand united to this pledge: 


“WE ARE AMERICANS! 

THE GOLDEN RULE IS OUR RULE! 
In humility and with gratitude 

To Almighty God 

We acknowledge our undying debt 

To the Founding Fathers 

Who left us a priceless heritage 

Which NOW is OUR responsibility 
With steadfast loyalty 

We will uphold the CONSTITUTION 
Of the United States. 

We will treasure our birthright 

Of American ideals: 

We will place moral integrity 

Above worldly , possessions. 

PROBLEMS OF INTEREST TO OUR COUNTRY 
SHALL BE OF INTEREST TO US! 
We wiil count our right of suffrage 

To be a sacred trust, 

And we will diligently strive 

To prove worthy of that trust. 

We will give our full support 

To upright public servants 

But those with unclean hands, 

We will firmly oppose. 

Each obligation that comes to us 

As true Americans, 

We will discharge with honor! 

OUR HEARTS ARE IN AMERICA 
AND AMERICA IS IN OUR HEARTS! 
WE ARE AMERICANS!” 





